
Writing for Understanding  Planner
 Grade: PreK -K
Title of Text: Big Yellow Sunflower by Frances Barry
Teacher: Blay
CC Writing Genre: Informational/Explanatory

CC Reading Standard:
Literacy RI. K2 – With prompting and support, indentify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
Literacy RI. K4 – With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

CC Writing Standard:

Literacy. W.K2- Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

Focusing Question: How does a seed become a plant?

Focus Statement: Seeds go through many stages to become a plant. 
 
	EVIDENCE 

	
Seed sprouts


	
Roots form


	
Green shoot comes up out of the ground


	
Green leaves form


	
Becomes a little plant


	
Next a big plant


	
Bud forms and opens as a flower




Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group: chart paper using words and photos to organize in a circle format showing the life cycle of this plant    
small group: prior to book reading we will have grown bean plants in small groups and observed their growth through the stages and recorded what we were seeing with pictures they would be drawing. These drawings and prior knowledge would be available to make connections      
individual student: For end project the students will use the format I saw used for an apple unit, big boxes side by side to draw stages in, labeled at the top with words (first, second, then, next, after), and at the bottom descriptive word of stage such as (seed, roots, sprout , green leaves develop…) 
2. Evidence will be recorded on
 graphic organizer in circular format with pictures and or images (photos) of stages.
more evidence will be used and worked with in the oral process such as felt, objects, photos, other books, drawn observations of stages.   
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   

Oral Processing:

Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

Discussion: Connection to bean plant grew prior to this book on sunflowers.  Make connections.  Plant cycle should not be a completely new idea.  This is where the graphic organizer would be completed
Drama/Pantomime: Bring in objects at each stage and mix the order up and have students pretend to be those objects and work through as a class putting them in order and explaining why. 
Drawing: End product will be drawing the plant stages in order on the sheet I create with headings of first, second and descriptors at the bottom. 
Sorting/Sequencing: using felt cut outs students can practice in a learning center putting these stages in order.

 Test Drive:
First there is a seed.  Second the seed sprouts roots. Next it grows a green shoot.  Now green leaves sprout and it becomes a little plant.  After the plant grows tall and forms a bud.  In the end the bud blossoms into a big yellow sunflower.




Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Teaching of sequence words and connecting them




	
We will practice using the language with other books and in other discussions.


















 (
Seeing plant cycle or growing a plant
) (
Sentences are sing 
songy
, not predictable or patterned all the way through
Vocab
: spreading out, new shoot, sprouting, bursting
) (
The way the words move, not normal structure
Poetry, rhyming, with information
Fold out pages create a flower at the end
alliteration
) (
Sunflower seed growth
To show how a seed grows
Concept with background not complex  
Language is complex
) (
Language
) (
Meaning
) (
Knowledge
) (
Structure
)Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
