Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Nancy Stockwell                                    Grad (
Topic/Subject/Text
The Sun
/Science/
-
How Does the Sun Make Weather?
_________________________________________________
Central Ideas
Content Standard: 
Next Generation Science Standard
K-PS3-1 Energy- Make observations to determine the effect of sunlight on Earth’s surface.
CC Reading Standard:
Literacy RI. K2 – With prompting and support, indentify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
Literacy RI. K4 – With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
CC Writing Standard:
Literacy. W.K2- Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
)e: K                                                                             Time:    1-2 weeks                                           Informative/Explanatory                           








Primary Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            Grade(s):K

Title of Text(s):  How Does the Sun Make Weather?                                              

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
Language
Heat
Cycle
Drought
Water vapor
Tilted 
Toward
Away
Ray 
) (
Meaning
Cause and effect 
Light and dark
) (
Structure
Non-fiction
Table of Contents 
Index
Question-Answer format 
) (
Knowledge
Earth
Weather 
North America
)

Primary Assignment Planner                           Grade(s):K
Title of Text:  How Does the Sun Make Weather?                                               Writing Type:  Informative/Explanatory
 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
  
How does
 the sun 
effect
 the earth?
) 
 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:  
The sun causes changes on the earth.
)[image: ] 
	EVIDENCE [image: ]
	
PAGE

	Brings light and heat
	5

	
Water gets warmer
	
6

	
Causes water vapor to form (makes water vapor happen)
	
6,7,11

	
Important part of the water cycle
	
10,11

	
More sunlight means hotter in summer
	
12

	
Less sunlight means colder in the winter
	
12

	
Heat wave leads to drought
	
18



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group   and   individual students  
2. Evidence will be recorded on
 charts   Smartboard 
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases with drawings,     photos from the book with labels 
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion:  We will discuss the book whole group using copies of specific pages/pictures labeled with the evidence it shows
Model:  We will use a model of the earth tilted and orbiting the sun to discuss how/when we have more sunlight. (From 4th grade classroom)
Experiments/Investigation:  We will do an experiment shown in the text with a plant and plastic bag, which mimics the water cycle and demonstrates how the sun’s warmth causes the water to evaporate from the soil.
We will investigate changes in temperature by comparing the classroom, outside in the shade and outside in the sun.  Each student will fill out a “Warmth Chart”. (Available @ ScienceNetLinks)  We will also compare the temperature of water in two pans of water, one in the sun and another inside the classroom.
Extention:  We will also read Sun Up, Sun Down The Story of Day and Night by Jacqui Bailey.  
 (
Test Drive
: The Sun 
)[image: ] 
The sun causes changes on the earth. The sun gives light.  The sun makes things hotter. It makes water vapor.  In the summer we get more sunlight and it is hotter.  In the winter we get less sunlight and it is colder. Things change on the earth because of the sun. 

The focus statement and conclusion will be provided for the students.
Each student should have a drawing that includes at least one example from the book and their work may include dictation as well as some attempt at writing words.

Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	

Writing Words


	
Draw pictures first
Match beginning sounds with letters

	
Dictation


	Enough adults who can record student’s answers

	
Difficulty explaining their drawings


	
Rehearse drawing a picture and telling others what is happening/or what it is meant to show 



Writing/Drawing/Narration will be assessed with a checklist. 

 This unit will be done at the beginning of the school year so student’s responses will primarily be drawing and dictation. 
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