Writing for Understanding 

Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Julie Morton  





Grade: 9th Grade Literacy Support
	Topic: Understanding Racism

Subject / Course: Power and Influence: A Ninth Grade Literacy Support Class
Text: “The Good, Racist People” by Ta-Nehisi Coates


	CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: Many Americans fail to recognize the subtle racism that permeates our society.  

Reading CC Standards: 

RI 9.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

RI 9.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose
Writing CC Standards: 

W 9.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quoteations, or other informationand examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 


	          Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	Why does Coates repeatedly use paradoxes throughout the piece?
	 Coates uses paradoxes to illustrate the complexity of racism in the United States today. 


Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?


Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            
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	1. Title- Illustrates that “good” people might be racist and that the idea
itself is jarring.

	2. Whitaker – Shows that the folks who are racist might not even know that they are prejudiced.

	3. Citizens of Levittown – believed that they were moral people and that their wish for segregation was not racist

	4. Michael Richards – Uses a racial slur but denies he’s racist. 


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

Circle all that apply.
1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group      pairs         small group        individual student

2. Evidence will be recorded on
text     chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard/public notes     post-its       other:______________

3. Evidence will be recorded in

words/phrases      index cards            drawings

other:____________________________
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Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)
Seminar / Discussion:_____X___________________________________

Drama:_________________________________________________________ Drawing:_________________________________________________________

Presentation (Prezi, Powerpoint):_______________________________________

Activity:__________________________________________________________

Other:____________________________________________________________
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Understanding of writing craft will be built through... (describe briefly)
Structures:__Frames____________________________________________

Models:_________________________________________________________

Mini Lessons: ____________________________________________________

Activity:__________________________________________________________

Other:____________________________________________________________
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NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 

In the “Good, Racist People” by Ta-Nehisi Coates, the author uses paradoxes to show that racism is complicated. He begins his essay by describing how Forest Whitaker, the Oscar winning actor, was accused of shoplifting. He explains, “Whitaker had stolen nothing. On the contrary, he’d been robbed”(¶1). This is paradoxical because a wealthy Oscar winner had been wrongly accused of stealing. Although he hadn’t taken anything, the author indicates that the racial stereotype that may have prompted the accusation robbed Whitaker of his dignity. This experience highlights racial prejudice that is often rationalized and minimized when the victim is not famous. This paradox shows how insidious racism can be in America today. Coates uses several other examples to show that often those with racist behavior are unable to recognize their own racism. Coates uses a striking example of this when a group of individuals petitioned for a closed community in Levittown, Pennsylvania in 1957. The Levittown citizens wrote “As moral, religious and law-abiding citizens we feel that we are not prejudiced and discriminating in our wish to keep our community a closed community”(¶ 4). This shows that because people think they are moral or religious they may not be able to recognize or accept their own prejudice. While this 1957 example shows a dramatic contradiction, Coates’ more recent examples indicate that this kind of self-delusion or self-justification has continued in subtler forms. All in all, Coates uses paradoxes to show that racism in America is complicated. His contradictions suggest that many of us may blindly perpetuate prejudice under the comfortable illusion that morality and racism are mutually exclusive.

Notes/Observations

	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Domain Knowledge
	-Race Card project audio and discussion

-Gloria Naylor’s “Mommy, What Does ‘Nigger’ Mean?”

	Complex Text


	-Close reading questions that walk students through the reading. 

-Group-written summary that highlights the thesis and identifies main ideas

	Paradox


	-Previous work with paradoxes

-Graphic organizer to identify paradoxes in the piece

	Writing organization and depth of analysis
	-Writing frame to help students analyze to the appropriate depth. 


Student Constructed Response 

Taught in a 9th grade literacy support class:

Racism Paradox Constructed Response
    
In “The Good, Racist People” by Ta-Nehisi Coates the author uses paradoxes, seemingly contradictory statements, to describe the state of racism in America today.  One place he uses a paradox is in the title.  The terms “good” and “racist” are paradoxical because racism is associated with bad people, so it’s surprising that he would say good people are racist.  This shows the state of racism in America because anybody could seem morally good but also racist or stereotypical.  Another example of a paradox that Coates uses is when he describes how the Pennsylvania community is being racist while saying that they are good people.  The community people explain “‘As moral, religious, and law-abiding citizens, we feel that we are unprejudiced and undiscriminating our wish to keep our community a closed community’”(3).  This is paradoxical because the people of the community think that they are morally good yet they are closing their community to only a certain race.  This shows us about American society because black people were segregated by not being able to go to the same school as white people.  A final example of a paradox shows up when comedian Michael Richards verbally assaults a black person.  The author writes, “Richards once yelled at a black heckler from the stage ‘He’s a nigger!  He’s a nigger!  He’s a nigger!’  Confronted about this, Richards apologized and then said ‘I’m not a racist,’ and called the claim ‘insane.’”(5)  This shows that the comedian uses racist language making him racist but that he also thinks he is a good person because he apologizes.  This relates to racism in the US because it shows that people don’t know that what they are saying is racist.  All in all, Coates uses paradox to explain how people are being racist without realizing it.  All this shows that Americans can be very ignorant about some of their actions.  Perhaps the author is trying to convey that the ignorance of Americans shapes how racism occurs.
“And right then I knew that I was tired of good people, that I had had all the good people I could take. ” (¶10). 








“The idea that racism lives in the heart of particularly evil individuals, as opposed to the heart of a democratic society, is reinforcing to anyone who might, from time to time, find their tongue sprinting ahead of their discretion” (¶6). 








Meaning





“It is messaging propagated 


by moral people” (¶8). 








“I am trying to a imagine a prominent white Harvard professor arrested for breaking into his own home, and coming up with nothing. ” (¶8). 








Language





Knowledge





Structure





FOCUS STATEMENT: Coates uses paradoxes to illustrate the complexity of racism in the United States today.





FOCUSING QUESTION: Why does Coates repeatedly use paradoxes throughout the piece?





Oral Processing





Test Drive: Blind Racism 








Writing








