Writing for Understanding 

Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Julie Morton  





Grade: English 9-10
	Topic: Coming of Age

Subject / Course: English 
Text: “The Flowers” by Alice Walker


	CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: The author uses symbolism to show how a young girl realizes that her simple but happy world is part of a larger world—a world where violent racism takes lives.   

Reading CC Standards: 

RI 9.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text

RI 9.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text
Writing CC Standards: 

W 9.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quoteations, or other informationand examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 


	          Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	How does the author, Alice Walker, use the symbol of flowers to show Myop’s coming-of-age experience?

	 Throughout this short story, Walker uses flowers to illustrate Myop’s childhood and innocence. 




Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?


Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            
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	1. Myop starts out innocent and joyful even though she is poor. She walks around her farm humming to herself. She collects “an armful of strange blue flowers with velvety ridges and a sweet suds bush full of the brown, fragrant buds” (2).

	2. Later in the morning, she begins to turn back, still collecting flowers. She steps on a dead man’s skull, but “very near where she'd stepped into the head was a wild pink rose” (3). She goes to pick the flower, seeing death as a natural part of life.

	3. She loses her innocence quickly, when she realizes that the man was lynched. “She noticed a raised mound, a ring, around the rose's root. It was the rotted remains of a noose” (3). It is then that she puts down her own flowers. “Myop laid down her flowers. And the summer was over” (3).


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group      pairs         small group        individual student

2. Evidence will be recorded on
text     chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard/public notes     post-its       other:______________

3. Evidence will be recorded in

words/phrases      index cards            drawings

other:____________________________
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Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

Seminar / Discussion:_____X___________________________________

Drama:_________________________________________________________ Drawing:_________________________________________________________

Presentation (Prezi, Powerpoint):_______________________________________

Activity:__________________________________________________________

Other:____________________________________________________________
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Understanding of writing craft will be built through... (describe briefly)

Structures:__Frames____________________________________________

Models:_____X_______________________________________________

Mini Lessons: ____________________________________________________

Activity:__________________________________________________________

Other:____________________________________________________________






Close Read Questions:

Directions: In partners or groups, read each paragraph out loud. Please switch reading out loud after each paragraph. After each paragraph:

a. Discuss the question as a group / or as partners. 

b. Write down an answer using complete sentences that begin with a capital letter and end with punctuation.  

¶1 What mood does Walker set with images of the setting in the first paragraph? Please use evidence from the text (quotes!) to support your answer. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶2 In paragraph 2, the author uses primarily indirect characterization techniques to construct the character of Myop. Rather than simply telling us about her (direct characterization), we learn about her through her actions and a few thoughts (indirect characterization). What do we learn about the character through these descriptions? Make sure to reference at least one specific detail from the text. 

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶3-5 What do paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 reveal about Myop’s life? Use at least one specific reference to the text in your answer. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶6–8 Although Myop is surprised, she does not change as a character immediately.

a. What inspires/ makes her to change?

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. What action shows that she has changed?

________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶8 What does the word benignly mean? Why does Walker use it to describe the noose?

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶9 What is the significance of the final sentence? 

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

¶1-9 Sometimes names carry significance. Look up Myop in the dictionary. Can you find a word starting with myop that might connect to the character? Please explain the connection. 

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions: 

What clues in the text allow us to construct an historical context around this story?

In what way is this a coming of age story? 

Using this story as a model, what characteristics do you think coming of age stories might have?

What literary devices does Alice Walker use to illustrate Myop’s coming of age?
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NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 


The American south is a place full of pastoral beauty. The land produces rich fields of cotton, tobacco, and corn that have fueled the economy of those sunny states for several hundred years. It is in some quiet corner of this southern landscape that Myop, the main character of “The Flowers” by Alice Walker, grows up. The story is set around the poor but happy quarters of a sharecropping family. Myop is a sheltered African American child who rejoices in the beauty of the natural world around her. Yet her innocence falls away when an afternoon walk takes her beyond the safety of her childhood and reveals to her the anguish of racism in the adult world. Throughout this short story, Walker uses flowers to illustrate Myop’s childhood and innocence. 


In the beginning of the story, Myop gathers flowers as she appreciates the simple abundance of her rural life. Walker describes Myop’s “family’s sharecropper cabin” as having “rusty boards” (1), indicating that the family is poor. Yet, Myop is thrilled by the harvests and entertained by the chickens, pigs, and the silver brook where her family gets water. Rather than working, this ten-year-old girl joyfully picks “an armful of strange blue flowers with velvety ridges and a sweet suds bush full of the brown, fragrant buds” (2). While her family may be poor sharecroppers living in a small cabin, she still has the luxury of spending a summer morning searching for flowers—flowers that only serve the purpose of adding beauty to a room with their petals and scent. These flowers symbolize Myop’s childhood innocence. They are simple, lovely, and free just as she appears to be in the morning light of her backyard. 


Yet by noon, Myop has wandered out of the security of her homestead into a “gloomy” (2) area a mile from home. “Her arms laden with sprigs of her findings,”( 2) she starts to turn back to her cabin, heading impossibly “back to the peacefulness of the morning” (2). Of course she can’t return to the morning, just as she can’t return to childhood once she has left the safety of her innocence. She steps into the eyes of a dead man, calls out in surprise, and examines the scene with the same interest she has done with the chickens, the pigs, the water, and the flowers. Even though she’s far from home and has come in contact with the dead, she has not yet fully left her innocence behind. Her interest in the corpse wavers when she sees that “very near where she'd stepped into the head was a wild pink rose” (3). She picks the rose to add it to the flowers she’s collected, symbolizing her innocent and natural view of the world. The dead man shocks her, but doesn’t distract her from her peaceful, childlike pursuit. This shows that Myop is deeply innocent. She appears to view the corpse as a surprising but natural part of life in her rural world. 


In the end, her innocence falls away suddenly. Walker writes, “She noticed a raised mound, a ring, around the rose's root. It was the rotted remains of a noose” (3). It is only now that the death of this man robs Myop of her childish innocence. The noose indicates that this was no natural death, nor an accident. She never states the race of the man, but she does describe the remains of overalls, suggesting, perhaps that he was another sharecropper. Although Walker never explicitly explains it, she indicates that the political oppression of Myop’s time comes crashing down on her when she realizes that this man had likely been lynched. Now, perhaps, Myop realizes that the man’s broken teeth may indicate a precursor to the brutality that followed. Myop’s natural world, so simple and so protected, is shattered by what appears to be evidence of a racist act of terrorism. Suddenly, Myop sees beyond her idyllic childhood into the racial strife and economic tension of the culture that surrounds her. To symbolize this loss of innocence, Walker has her put down the flowers. She writes simply, “Myop laid down her flowers. And the summer was over” (3). By putting down the flowers entirely, Myop shows that the beauty and joy she appreciated in her childhood will never be so simple or sweet again. Knowing that violence exists so close to her sheltered world shatters her sense of security and innocence. Myop leaves the flowers to die, along with her illusion of safety.


In conclusion, Walker uses the flowers in the story to symbolize Myop’s innocence. Instead of narrating Myop’s changing view of her world, Walker simply describes her actions, always coming back to Myop’s relationship to the flowers that she collects. The distance this creates between the narrator and Myop, makes Myop’s revelation all the more shocking and stark. The story is titled “The Flowers,” and as a result, when Myop lays them down in the end, we know that something truly dramatic has happened, even if the narrator doesn’t explain the change. Walker’s choice to use this symbol allows her to address the complexity of racism and violence without ever naming it directly. Through Walker’s description the pastoral beauty of the south is laid next to the violence of its racial history. Innocence wilts in the face of injustice just as the flowers are left to die next to the corpse of the man who had been lynched. 
Deceptively simple narrative structure without Myop’s thoughts to illustrate her change. It requires significant interpretation. “It was a rotted remains of a noose…Myop laid down her flowers. / And the summer was over” (¶8-9).  








“It was the rotted remains of a noose, a bit of shredding plowline, now blending benignly into the soil” (¶8). 





-Myop








Meaning





 


“Myop began to circle back to


 the house, back to the peacefulness


of the morning. It was then she


stepped smack into his eyes. Her 


heel became lodged in the broken 


ridge between brow and nose, and 


she reached down quickly, 


unafraid, to free herself” (¶6)





“Turning her back on the rusty boards of her family’s sharecropper cabin…” (¶3). 








Language





Knowledge





Structure





FOCUS STATEMENT: Throughout this short story, Walker uses flowers to illustrate Myop’s childhood and innocence. 








FOCUSING QUESTION: 


Prompt: How does the author, Alice Walker, use the symbol of flowers to show Myop’s coming-of-age experience?		





Oral Processing





Test Drive:  Wilted Flowers








Writing








