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	CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: Writers often use imagery to convey important concepts.  Examining the imagery in “The Shawl”, by Cynthia Ozick helps us understand the dehumanization of people in concentration camps during the Holocaust.
Reading CC Standards: 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Writing CC Standards: 
W.8.2- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 



	          Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	How does the author demonstrate the dehumanization of the characters in the story?
	 Ozick uses imagery to illustrate the dehumanization of the characters in the story.  


Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet                            

Title of Text(s):                                                 

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?


Assignment Planner                         
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	EVIDENCE [image: image3.jpg]




	Jews were starved- “Stella was ravenous.  Her knees were tumors on sticks, her elbows chicken bones.”

	Cannibalism- “”Aryan” Stella said, in a voice grown as thin as a string; and Rosa thought how Stella gazed at Magda like a young cannibal.”

	Burning of bodies- “”Still, Magda laughed at her shawl when the wind blew its corners, the bad wind with pieces of black in it, that made Stella’s and Rosa’s eyes tear.”

	Soldier killed a baby- “She looked like a butterfly touching a silver vine.”

	


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

Circle all that apply.
1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group      pairs         small group        individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
text     chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard/public notes     post-its       other:______________

3. Evidence will be recorded in

words/phrases      index cards            drawings

other:____________________________
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Understanding of evidence will be built through... 
Seminar / Discussion
[image: image5.png]



Understanding of writing craft will be built through... 
Structures:_Frames_______________________________________________

Models: Sample essays_____________________________________________
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 It is natural for human beings to take pride in their heritage, culture, and traditions, but what happens when pride transcends into prejudice? During the Nazi regime, pride in being Aryan, or the “perfect German”, allowed people to view anyone who was not as being inferior, particularly the Jewish people.  Because Jews were viewed and portrayed as being subhuman, it allowed people to treat them as such.  In the short story “The Shawl”, by Cynthia Ozick, imagery is used to demonstrate the dehumanization of the characters in the story.


The first character introduced in the story is a young woman named Stella. Ozick describes her as, “A thin girl of fourteen, too small, with thin breasts of her own…Stella was ravenous. Her knees were tumors on sticks, her elbows chicken bones”(1).  This example of imagery shows that Stella is being starved by the Nazis.  Because human beings need food to sustain life, the lack of it illustrates how the Nazis dehumanize her.  Also, Stella is at a pubescent age; yet she is not menstruating because she is being starved.  Ozick says, “…Stella gave nothing; Stella was ravenous, a growing child herself, but not growing much.  Stella did not menstruate”(1)”.  Again, Ozick’s image of a child who doesn’t grow and can’t menstruate (which is a symbol of creating life) shows how the Nazis dehumanize the Jews, thus taking away natural processes that make them human.  Finally, Stella’s inability to empathize with Magda, a small child suffering under Nazi oppression, shows how she is dehumanized because of her lack of emotion.  Ozick describes this when she writes, “Sometimes Stella carried Magda. But she was jealous of Magda” (1), and “…Rosa thought how Stella gazed at Magda like a young cannibal.  And the time Stella said ‘Aryan’, it sounded to Rosa as if Stella had really said ‘Let’s devour her’”(1).  Ozick’s image of a young girl wanting to eat a baby because she is ravenous is so unnatural that it is a clear example of how she is dehumanized by the Nazis.


Rosa, a Jewish mother, is not only forced to suffer the inhuman treatment of the Nazis in the concentration camps herself, but she must also witness the suffering of her daughter, Magda, as well.  Rosa’s dehumanization is initially portrayed through her inability to produce milk for her baby.  Ozick describes this when she writes, “…both were cracked, not a sniff of milk.  The duct-crevice extinct, a dead volcano, blind eye, chill hole, so Magda took the corner of the shawl and milked it instead”(1).  These images of her breasts being “dead” and devoid of milk to nourish her daughter further prove the idea that she is being dehumanized.  Rosa’s maternal desire to keep Magda alive is her only connection to humanity.  Like Stella, she too lacks the human emotion of empathy for others.  Ozick says, “They were in a place without pity, all pity was annihilated in Rosa, she looked at Stella’s bones without pity.  She was sure that Stella was waiting for Magda to die so she could put her teeth in the little thighs”(1).  The images of Stella eating a baby and Rosa looking at a suffering fourteen year old girl without pity show the dehumanization of these characters in the story.  Lastly, Rosa is dehumanized when she is deprived of the human ability to grieve the loss of her baby who is thrown into an electric fence and killed by a Nazi soldier.  When Rosa witnesses this deplorable act, her natural instinct is to run to her daughter and hold her, but she cannot do this because, “…if she ran they would shoot, and if she let the wolf’s screech ascending now through the ladder of her skeleton break out, they would shoot; so she took Magda’s shawl and filled her mouth with it, stuffed it in, until she was swallowing up the wolf’s screech and tasting the cinnamon and almond depth of Magda’s saliva; and Rosa drank Magda’s shawl until it dried”(2).   The Nazis not only murder Rosa’s child, but they do not even allow her the human decency to hold her baby’s dead body and mourn her loss.  Ozick’s images of Rosa drinking Magda’s shawl and using it to stifle her screams clearly illustrate Rosa’s dehumanization.    


Perhaps the most profound example of dehumanization in the story is that of the baby, Magda who is kept alive by the “magic shawl”(1).  When Magda is wrapped in the shawl, she does not make a sound.  Ozick describes this when she writes, “Even when the lice, head lice and body lice, crazed her so that she became as wild as one of the big rats that plundered the barracks at daybreak looking for carrion, she rubbed and scratched and kicked and bit and rolled without a whimper”(2).  The image of Magda being compared to a rat looking for the dead flesh of the rotting Jews’ bodies illustrates the dehumanization of both Magda and the other Jews.  The metaphor that Ozick uses comparing Magda to a rat is appropriate because it is a symbol of anti-Semitism, particularly by the Nazis, who viewed Jews as being vermin who needed to be exterminated.   Although Magda never makes noise when she has the shawl, when it is taken from her she howls.  When the Nazi soldier hears her, he picks her up, and instead of comforting her because she is crying, he throws her into an electric fence.  “All at once Magda was swimming through the air.  The whole of Magda traveled through loftiness.  She looked like a butterfly touching a silver vine.  And the moment Magda’s feathered round head and her pencil legs and balloonish belly and zigzag arm splashed against the fence, the steel voices went mad in their growling, urging Rosa to run and run to the spot where Magda had fallen from her flight against the electrified fence…”(2).  Again, Ozick uses the image of an insect touching an electric zapper to that of a child being murdered to illustrate the dehumanization of a baby by a Nazi soldier.



Cynthia Ozick’s short story “The Shawl” is filled with imagery to help the reader visualize the realistic horrors of the Holocaust, and to portray the dehumanization of the characters in the story.  Stella, Rosa, and Magda are each victims of severe brutality in the story, and it strips them of their ability to respond to situations in the way that a typical human would respond.  Therefore, the inhuman treatment of the Jews by the Nazis in turn caused many of the Jews to respond inhumanely towards one another.  Like the shawl that is stripped from Magda and causes her death, human decency, dignity and compassion are stripped from the Jews causing their spiritual and literal death as well.   

Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Domain Knowledge


	-Discussion, notes, and reading about the Holocaust including Nazis, Aryans, dehumanization, and concentration camps

	Complex Text


	-Close reading questions that walk students through the reading

-Group-written summary that highlights the thesis and identifies main ideas through seminar

	Imagery


	-Previous work with imagery

-Graphic organizer to identify imagery in the text

	Writing organization and depth of analysis


	-Writing frame to help students analyze to the appropriate depth and models to show students what a sample might look like




“And the time Stella said “Aryan”, it sounded to Rosa as if Stella had really said “Let’s devour her.”’





“Her knees were tumors on sticks, her elbows chicken bones.”





“Rosa did not feel hunger; she felt light, not like someone walking but like someone in a faint, in trance, arrested in a fit, someone who is already a floating angel, alert and seeing everything, but in the air, not there, not touching the road.”





Meaning





“…Both were cracked, not a sniff 


of milk.  The duct-crevice extinct, a


dead volcano, blind eye, chill hole, 


Magda took the corner of the shawl


And milked it instead.”





Language





Knowledge





Structure





FOCUS STATEMENT: Ozick uses imagery to illustrate the dehumanization of the characters in the story. 





FOCUSING QUESTION: How does the author demonstrate the dehumanization of the characters in the story?





Oral Processing





Writing





Test Drive: _The Shawl_____________


NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 














