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Grade: 7th

	Topic: How does adversity shape our identity?

Subject / Course: 7th grade- facing adversity and injustice

Text: “The Hunger Games” ; “The Hangman” & “The Lottery”

	CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: Many people can become blind to injustice that is connected to traditions and can be unwilling to stand-up to those imbedded traditions to change them.

Reading CC Standards: 
RL7.2- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text

RL7.6- Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in the text

Writing CC Standards: 
W.7.2b- Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information or examples.


	Focusing Question
	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	How is injustice normalized in the story, “The Lottery”?

- Hope to connect as well to: How can one person’s actions be threatening to tradition? 
	Shown through various characters in “The Lottery”, this yearly event has become so imbedded in tradition that few question its purpose or result & therefore when Tessie Hutchinson shows up late and speaks out against the drawing, she is seen as a threat to tradition.


Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet 

Title of Text(s): “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?

Meaning: 

· The lottery was conducted…” (para.4) Idea of a lottery having a diff. outcome

· …”a perfunctory, tuneless chant that had been rattled off duly each year.” (para.7)

Structure:

· The story is a sequential retelling of the events of a town’s yearly lottery drawing, but it leaves the true nature of the drawing until the end. 

· Use of multiple indirect characterization methods to show contrast between characters as well as show how the tradition has become normalized

Language:

· “Bobby Martin had already stuffed his pockets full of stones.” (para.2)

· “The original paraphernalia for the lottery had been lost long ago….” (para.5)

· “There’s always been a lottery, he added petulantly.” (pg.4)

Knowledge:

· “Used to be a saying about the lottery, ‘Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon’.”

· Background about sacrificial traditions in other cultures & as comparison to “The Hunger Games”

Assignment Planner -Teacher Worksheet 


Focusing Question: How is injustice normalized in the story?


Focus Statement: The action of the lottery has become so imbedded in tradition that few question its purpose or the results of it.
	EVIDENCE 

	Title- suggests that the lottery is a positive reward

	Para. 2- Bobby Martin filling his pockets with stones which leads others to pile stones & protect against others trying to take their supply- why do they need the stones????

	Para.4-7- Attention drawn to the tradition of the lottery event= the same person always conducts the lottery each year, the black box, used to use chips of wood to draw names, but now they use paper slips, attendance taken

	Tessie Hutchinson arriving late- “Clean forgot what day it was”

	Page 3- “Mr. Summers said soberly, ‘guess we better get started, get this over with, so’s we can get back to work’.”

	Page 3- “People had done it so many times, that they only have listened to the directions…”

	It’s Old Man Warner’s 77th lottery drawing

	Page 7- Even Tessie’s children are expected to participate in the stoning of the lottery recipient


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
1. Evidence will be recorded by:


pairs

2. Evidence will be recorded on:


whiteboard/public notes 

3. Evidence will be recorded in:


words/phrases 

Oral Processing
Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

· Seminar/Discussion: choose own vocabulary and share; think-pair-share; turn and talk

· Presentation: visual clip of “The Lottery” & clips of other sacrificial traditions

Writing
Understanding of writing craft will be built through... (describe briefly)

Structures: Students will be diagramming and drafting the written response together as a class with many opportunities for oral processing and collaboration to create the essay

Test Drive

NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 


In the short story “The Lottery” the author, Shirley Jackson shows us, through a seemingly innocent story, how injustices can sometimes become normalized, especially when they are connected to deep-rooted traditions. Throughout the story we are given sequential plot points to describe the yearly lottery in this small town. Yet, when one looks again, we are shown pieces of evidence that reveal a more sinister and largely unjustified tradition. Thus showing us how easily people fall into tradition and it becomes a normal part of their lives.


“The Lottery” as a title itself already sets the stage for readers to be drawn into the belief that this story can only have a happy ending with “rewards” aplenty. This shows that the author’s intention is to allow us to see that traditions can become so imbedded that they are second nature, yet while being unjust to the people. No one would guess that the lottery is actually part of a sacrificial right until they come to the end, but this small town has, in fact, given a name to their sacrifice that elicits the mindset of a “normal” part of daily/yearly life. And the townspeople show its normalcy through their actions and their thoughts.


In the second paragraph of the story we are given our first piece of evidence in the tradition’s normalcy, “Bobby Martin had already stuffed his pockets full of stones, and the other boys soon followed his example, selecting the smoothest and roundest stones…”(para.2) This shows how the lottery, as tradition, has become so normal for the townspeople that even the children understand the result, the purpose, and the structure of the lottery and have turned it into a kind of game in order to be active participants in the events of the drawing. And yet we have to pose the question, early on in the text, why do these children need to gather stones at all?


Furthermore, in paragraphs 4-7 there is much detailed attention drawn to the tradition of the lottery and changes, if any, that have taken place over the years. The detail speaks to the conductor of the lottery always being the same, in this case Mr. Summers because he had more “time and energy to devout to civic activities.” (para.4) The story speaks of the black box in which originally chips of wood were held to select the lottery “winner”, but as time went on and the number of townspeople grew, the need to use slips of paper (for purposes of room) was necessary. There is talk in the story that some people had suggested to make a new box, as the old one had been around since even before Old Man Warner’s time, but “no one liked to upset even as much tradition as was represented by the black box.“ (para. 5) Once it appears that all the townspeople have convened in the square, attendance must then be taken in order to ensure a fair lottery drawing process and no one has been left out. All these pieces of the tradition show the reader how imbedded and engrained the lottery has become for this culture. It proves the point that what is truly a horrific event in the eyes of an outsider, is commonplace and ‘normal’ to the townspeople.


Another piece of evidence is the scene when one of the townspeople shows up rather late to the event and her response is, “Clean forgot what day it was… Thought my old man was out back stacking wood, and then I looked out the window and the kids was gone, and then I remembered it was the twenty-seventh and came a-running.” (para. 8) This piece show how ordinary the yearly event is, because the woman completely forgot what day it was as if it were no big deal. In Tessie Hutchinson’s eyes, as with much of the townspeople, the day of the lottery has been around for so long that its commonplace and part of their lifestyle.


Other snippets of information and dialogue also show the normalcy of the lottery event. Mr. Summers said soberly, “guess we better get started, get this over with, so’s we can get back to work.” (pg.3) Thus viewing the whole occasion with a ho-hum mentality that’s a very regular part of their lives. Again, “People had done it so many times, that they only half listened to the directions…”(pg.3) We know the feeling as teachers, we’ve said the same reminding phrases so many times that we wish we could record them for future use, and the students have heard it so many times that they start to tune out. The townspeople here have done the same, they’ve completely engrained the steps of the tradition that it seems to mean very little to them. This seems odd to an outsider’s standpoint because the ending is so shocking.



Yet I think that the most baffling piece of evidence comes at the end when Tessie’s name is drawn, the townspeople line up ready to inflict the sacrificial right, and someone gives Davy Hutchinson (Tessie’s little boy) some stones of his own to throw at his mother in her eventual death. The idea that even Tessie’s family is expected to participate in the stoning that ultimately leads to her death, is crazy in an outside standpoint, but to the town it’s tradition. That a group of people could have become so desensitized and seen this yearly drawing as so normal and commonplace, just proves the point that unjust traditions, like any other, can be imbedded so thoroughly that people connected in it can no longer see the injustice of their actions. When we blindly accept and follow traditions we could be normalizing something as unjust as sacrifice.

Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	“The Hangman”
	· Close reading questions that create meaning about injustice and adversity

	Lots of notes for “The Hunger Games”
	· Create graphic organizers for homework that have students looking for examples of adversity and injustice in the assigned reading sections

· Students analyze movie version in order to compare/contrast elements from the book and show examples of character changes

	“The Lottery”
	· Close reading questions that create meaning about injustice and adversity

· Watch video version for multiple encounters with the text & for visual effect

	Writing organization
	· Create group/public notes to build understanding towards a group writing towards the focus question

· Use of oral processing within whole-class writing piece in order to determine from text examples and elaboration ideas

· Really focusing on the examples of tradition becoming normalized and nothing else at this point for the essay

	Vocabulary
	· Define “injustice”

· Show historical/cultural examples of other injustices either through video clips or short embedded articles through humanities coursework



