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Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Katherine Scanlon	                    Informative/Explanatory	
Grade: 6                                                                          Time: 3 Days 
 (
5 Major Religions 
6
th
 grade Humanities
“For the Love of Two Brothers”
_______________________________________________________
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
Analyze how a new idea (or an idea that is introduced) has changed a society (technology, human rights, religion, etc.)
Aligns with VT GE’s H&SS 5-6: 12, 13
CC Reading Standard:
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CC Writing Standard:
2. 
Write informative
/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
     
ideas, concepts, and information
 
through the selection, organization, and analysis
 
of relevant content.
b.
 
Develop the topic with relevant facts,
 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
 
other information and examples.
)

































Title of Text:		“For the Love of Two Brothers”

                                              
Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
 
Meaning
Language
Structure
Knowledge
Where is Israel?
Where is Mount Moriah?
What are the guiding practices of the Jewish religion?
What is the “Golden Rule?”
sheaves 
 
Change in perspective from one brother to the other multiple times 
Elements of a legend 
How can the “Golden Rule” be seen throughout religion?
)

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Elementary                          Grade: 6

Title of Text:     	“For the Love of Two Brothers”


Common Core Writing Standard # 2 
 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 How is the “golden rule” shown in, “For The Love of Two Brothers?”
)         

 (
FOCUS STATEMENT: 
The “Golden Rule” is shown through Shimon and Levi’s love, kindness, and generosity. 
)

	Evidence of the “Golden Rule”
“One should treat others as one would like others to treat oneself.”

	Examples from the Text 

	· “It isn’t fair that my brother and I divide the harvest equally. He has a family to support and I am alone. Why should I take so much?” – Shimon  

	· Shimon takes as much sheaves as he can carry and delivers them to where his brother Levi is sleeping 

	· “He is all alone. It is not right that we divide the grain equally between us. He has no wife or children. Who will help him when he is old? He must have more grain so he can prepare for that time.” –Levi 

	· In the morning both brothers discovered they had the same number of sheaves as the night before and wondered how that could be. The next night they carried as much sheaves as they could carry to the others house. 

	· Halfway between the houses they saw each other and discovered what had been happening

	· “You always think more about me and my family than about yourself!”



EVIDENCE 
Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.
1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
public chart     individual graphic organizer    whiteboard     other:______________
3. How and when will evidence be gathered?
· Evidence will be gathered on our third read
· Evidence will be recorded first in small teacher selected groups
· Notes will be both on the whiteboard and students will have their own individual note to record thinking and understanding as they read, work in small groups and evidence is shared in the full group setting 


 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion: small and large group
Drama/Pantomime: act out the story in small groups of the two brothers 
Drawing: sketch the reaction of each brother when they realized what was happening  
Sorting/Sequencing: brainstorm adjectives that describe each action in the sequence of evidence in the chart
Activity: use Google Earth to locate the places in the story 

 (
Writing
)[image: ]
Understanding of writing craft will be built through... 

Structures: Constructed Response Structure  
Models: Catnip and Worms 
Mini Lessons: Details that Support a Gist 
Activity: Matching details to gist (using other pieces of text/evidence) 


 (
Test Drive: 
The Golden Rule 
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 
)[image: ] 
	 
		Have you ever heard the phrase, “Treat others how you want to be treated?” This “Golden Rule” is shown in the Jewish legend, “For the Love of Two Brothers,” through Shimon and Levi’s love, kindness, and generosity. In the text, Shimon and Levi share a large field in which they inherited. One night after a long day of cutting wheat, both brothers decide to sleep with their half of the sheaves on opposite sides of field rather than returning home. That night Shimon thinks to himself, “It isn’t fair that my brother and I divide the harvest equally. He has a family to support and I am alone. Why should I take so much?” Consequently, he makes a generous move and takes as many sheaves as he can carry and places them on his brother’s pile. After Shimon return to sleep, Levi wakes from a terrible dream thinking, “My poor brother. He is all alone. It is not right that we divide the grain equally between us. He has no wife or children. Who will help him when he is old? He must have more grain so he can prepare for that time.” Levi brings as many sheaves as he can carry over the Shimon’s pile. Although in the end they both end up with the same amount of wheat that started with each showed compassion and kindness, putting the other first.  Each treated the other the way he would want to be treated if he were in the others shoes. 













Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Constructed Response Format (Gist)


	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mini-lesson on connecting details to a gist (introductory and concluding statement) 

A graphic organizer will also be provided 


	

Quoting from the Text


	
Review and provide students with a model to refer to 

	
Writing will assessed for students ability to provide concrete details from the text to support a focus.  




	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

*In a future constructed responses students will be able to respond with less scaffolding. (discussions will be maintained however)
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