Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Leanne Barnard                                     Grade: 4/5
Informative/Explanatory                                 Time: 1 week                                                                                 
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Environment 
/Science/ 
Quequechan
: Forgotten River
Central Ideas
Content Standard: 
Students show an understanding/interdependence between humans, the environment and the economy by describing the causes and effects of economic activities on the environment in the U.S.
CC Reading Standard: 
Literacy.RI.5.3
 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, evens, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
Literacy.RI.5.8 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).
Literacy.RI.5.10 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and proficiently.
CC Writing Standard: 
Literacy.W.5.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a
.
 Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g. headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b
.
 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
c
.
 Link ideas within and across categories of information using words phrases, and clauses (e.g. in contrast, especially).
d
.
 Use precise language and domain specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e
.
 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
)
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e-mail address:                                                                 School:                                                                              Time:                                                                                  


Title of Text:  Quequechan: Forgotten River                                               

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?

	 (
Meaning
)


The people yielded quietly to prowling foxes, shuffling porcupines, gliding owls and other marvelous nocturnal creatures.












	 (
Structure
)


Noticing and explaining the structure-looks like poetry, but is informational.

	 (
Language
)


Every form of life teemed around me, was born, thrived, and died, as day chased night again and again, summer surrendered to winter over and over…and yet again…                      

Interpret the passage of time

	 (
Knowledge
)


What are the degrees of human misuse over time that have resulted in the pollution of the Quequechan River?













Writing Task Conceptual Planner Elementary                          Grade: 4/5

Title of Text: Quequechan: Forgotten River                        
Writing Standard: W2 Informative/Explanatory

FOCUSING QUESTION: How have people used rivers?
FOCUS STATEMENT: People have used rivers for many different reasons.

EVIDENCE 
How the river was used                                    The result of this use
	Native Americans arrive and use the river for food, drinking cleaning and traveling
	The river remains clean


	The first Europeans arrive and use the river for transportation and for going to war

	Minor pollution with blood and fire

	Early American citizens use the river for cleaning, drinking and traveling

	Minor pollution with soaps and oil/gas

	Textile mills are built to use hydro-power; waste products and chemicals are thrown into the river

	Major pollution with chemicals and garbage

	In modern times people use the river as a dump for furniture, mattresses and old tires

	Major pollution with garbage



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Highlight or underline all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart  graphic organizer    whiteboard     other: sticky notes at first
3. How and when will evidence be gathered?
During first close read, students will work in pairs to gather evidence from each era. We will stop at the end of each era to share evidence which the teacher will record.  Students will then transfer the information to their own graphic organizers.
 (
Oral Processing
) 


Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion: Paired and large group
Drama/Pantomime: One student reads the text aloud with small groups pantomiming each era
Drawing: Create evidence strips to include era and use
Sorting/Sequencing: Categorize similarities and differences of river use
 
 (
Writing
)

Understanding of  writing craft will be built through... 

Structures: Painted essay, hand paragraphs with rings
Mini Lessons: Introduction, focus paragraphs, conclusion



 (
Test Drive
:
 
 
  
 A Forgotten River
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 
)
	People have used rivers for many different reasons.  From the times of the Native Americans to the present, rivers have been very useful.  One important river is the Quequechan River in Massachusetts.  Let’s go on a journey to see how people have used the Quequechan.
	At first, the Quequechan was only used by wildlife and fish, but then the Native Americans arrived.  The river provided them with shellfish and other foods.  They also built canoes and then traveled the river, trading goods and maybe visiting other tribes.  Then Europeans showed up. They also used the river for transportation, but it was to go to war, and the river became BLOODY!  After these awful times, people were peaceful again and went back to traveling to places for fun and business.
	Some years later, people built mills on the river because they needed the water’s power to make their machines work with paddle wheels.  A bad thing about this was that they threw rubbish, chemicals and other debris into the river.  This was like poison!  When more people started living there, they used the river for a free dump to throw old furniture, mattresses and tires away.  Gross!  Now this river is nothing but a mess.
	Is there any hope for the Quequechan?  Well, maybe, but people will have to do a lot of cleaning if they want to enjoy and use the river again.  If it does get cleaned up some day, then people can go back to fishing and boating and maybe even swimming on the Quequechan! 











Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Vocabulary development

Note taking


	
Vocabulary activities, word wall

Paraphrasing



	Paragraph building

Essay writing/informational

	Hand paragraph with rings
Transitioning
Painted essay

	Writing an effective introduction

Writing an effective conclusion



	Practice restating focus question

Practice restating introduction adding some inferring about the possible future of the river

	




	

	Writing will assessed by

Formative-rubric analysis of the components of the essay


	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

Next informational piece-students critique and revise paragraphs as partners 





