Think and Write!
Day 1

Name:                                                                                                              Date:
Title of story: “Dear Mr. Henshaw”

In “Dear Mr. Henshaw”, the main character, Leigh Botts, has a lot on his mind.  His parents are divorced and he rarely sees his father.  Leigh enjoys writing and, throughout the story, the reader gets to experience the different types of writing he uses.   How does writing help Leigh? Use details from the text to support your answer. 

1. What will you be writing about? Underline the focusing question in the assignment above.

2. What information will you need to be able to answer the Focusing Question and to explain your answer? Turn to a partner. Look carefully at the graphic organizer as you discuss the answers to the questions below. Color in the circle next to each question after you have talked about it.

· What kind of information will you put in the first two columns?
· Where will you get this information?

· What kind of information will go in the third column?
· Where will this information come from?

· Why are you gathering all this information? What are you trying to figure out?

How does writing help Leigh?
	Evidence
Types of writing Leigh uses
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
How does this type of writing help him? 
	Used in your piece?

	 
Diary
--------------------------------------------------------
Quote:
“I keep thinking about Dad and how lonely he sounded and wondering what happened to the pizza boy.  I don’t like to think about Dad being lonesome, but I don’t like to think about the pizza boy cheering him up either.”  
	422
	Ways to express how he is feeling about things going on in his life
	

	  
--------------------------------------------------------
Quote:
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Quote:
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Quote:









	
	
	



3. When the class is ready, your teacher will reread parts of the story aloud. Your job is to listen carefully for information that will help you to complete the graphic organizer. During the read aloud, every time you hear some evidence from the text that you think belongs on the chart, raise your hand.  The class will stop to discuss what you have noticed and decide whether to add that evidence to the chart. 

You may have noticed that there is not much room to write in each box! Don't worry, your teacher will show you how to "take notes" in that small space using just key words and phrases.

4. Once you have taken notes, look back at your assignment, copy the Focusing Question onto your Writing Draft Sheet.Think about the evidence you found. How could you answer the Focusing Question in just a sentence or two? Turn and tell your partner how you might answer. 

5. The answer to a Focusing Question is called a Focus Statement. With your teacher, develop a class Focus Statement.  

6. Often, you can use words and ideas from the assignment to write an introduction to your piece . An introduction gives the reader important information about the text and states your focus. Your teacher will help you write a brief introduction and copy the Focus Statement onto your Writing Draft Sheet.
Think and Write!
Day 2

Name:                                                                                                                          Date:
Title of story: “Dear Mr. Henshaw”

1. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet from yesterday. With a partner, take turns. Have one person read the Focusing Question and the other person read the Focus Statement. Then switch, so that you each have read both.

2. Look at your graphic organizer. Listen carefully as your teacher gives an example of how to write about the first piece of evidence. Where are these sentences coming from? On your graphic organizer, check the box next to the evidence your teacher used to write this part.

3. Now comes the fun part! Talk your piece! Use your graphic organizer. Point to each row of the chart and tell your partner what you will write. Say the sentences out loud as if you were writing them.  Then listen as your partner tells you what he/she will write.

On your own...
4. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet. Re-read what you have written so far. Then write about each piece of evidence.  Check off each piece of evidence on the graphic organizer as you write. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. A Concluding Statement restates the focus of the piece. Look at your Focus Statement. How could you restate it? Use the same idea, but different words. Write your Concluding Statement at the end of your piece.

 7. With a pencil in your hand, read your piece aloud to a partner. Revise and edit as you read.



Name :                                                                                                                      Date:
Title of story:  

Writing Draft

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Teacher Pages
Dear Mr. Henshaw
Sample Graphic Organizer (additional evidence may be added by students)

FOCUSING QUESTION:  How does writing help Leigh?
	Evidence
Types of writing Leigh uses
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
How does this type of writing help him? 
	Used in your piece?

	 Diary
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Quote:
“I keep thinking about Dad and how lonely he sounded and wondering what happened to the pizza boy.  I don’t like to think about Dad being lonesome, but I don’t like to think about the pizza boy cheering him up either.”
	
	A way to express how he’s feeling about things going on in his life
	

	Story – A Day on Dad’s Rig
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Quote:
“You wrote like you, and you did not try to imitate someone else.  This is one mark of a good writer.  Keep it up.”
	
	Remember good times with his dad
 meet a famous author who encourages him 
	

	Letters to Mr. Henshaw
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Quote:
“Thank you for your help.  If it hadn’t been for you, I might have handed in that dumb story about the melting wax trucker.”
	
	Gets advice 
	


POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: Writing helps Leigh in many ways. 

Additional notes to the teacher about this piece:

· This story is provides a good opportunity to encourage students to write for different purposes/audiences.  (Diaries, letters, narratives, etc.)
· It is expected by the end of fifth grade that students will use quotes in their writing to support their thinking. 
· Keep in mind, that an effective piece will sometimes quote and sometimes paraphrase evidence to support a point.  Encourage students to vary techniques.

Writing Sample
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 

	“Dear Mr. Henshaw” is a story about a young boy, Leigh, who enjoys many different kinds of writing.  He writes letters to a famous author named Mr. Henshaw, and also keeps a personal diary.    Writing helps Leigh in many ways.
	Leigh’s diary is helpful to him.  It is a way for him to express how he is feeling about things going on in his life. For example, after his dad left, Leigh wrote,  “I keep thinking about Dad and how lonely he sounded and wondering what happened to the pizza boy.  I don’t like to think about Dad being lonesome, but I don’t like to think about the pizza boy cheering him up either.” 
	 Besides writing in his diary, Leigh also writes stories.  He writes a story about a good time with his dad called “A Day on Dad’s Rig”, enters it in a contest and is selected to have lunch with a famous author.  The author  encourages him by saying,  “You wrote like you, and you did not try to imitate someone else.  This is one mark of a good writer.  Keep it up.”  
	Another way that writing helps Leigh is through his writing of letters to Mr. Henshaw. Over the years, Mr. Henshaw gives advice to Leigh about his writing and Leigh is grateful.  In one letter, Leigh writes, “Thank you for your help.  If it hadn’t been for you, I might have handed in that dumb story about the melting wax trucker” (p. 430).  
	Leigh uses many different types of writing to help him. Writing helps Leigh express his feelings and connect with people who support and encourage him. 
		
	


