Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name:  Leslie Rench                                                       Grade: 5
Time:  part of a larger unit on child labor 4-6 weeks            Inf./Explan.                                          
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Child Labor/Social Studies/ 
Breaker Boys
 by Michael 
Burgen
child labor in America 1800s
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
Students connect the past with the present by…
Investigating
 how events, people, and ideas have shaped 
the United States and/or the world
; and hypothesizing how different influences could have led to different consequences. 
CC Reading Standard:
R.I 5.8-Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which points
CC Writing Standard:
W.5.2 write informational/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
)

























Title of Text: Breaker Boys (chapters 1 & 3)                                                
Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
Knowledge
) (
Basic knowledge of child labor during 1800s
Differences in their childhoods-then 
vs
 now
Changes in photography
Cultural attitudes of the times
) (
Black and white pictures only
Use of quotes in margins
Headings of pictures- how are these important?
) (
“
A picture is worth a thousand words
”
 is a common saying. What does this mean and how does it
 apply to Lewis Hine’s photographs?
 
) (
Vocabulary—
Anthracite
Colliers
Breakers
Industrial Revolution
) (
Language
) (
Structure
) (
Meaning
)

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Elementary                          Grade: 5

Title of Text:Breaker Boys          Writing Standard: W5.2

 (
FOCUS STATEMENT
:
 
Lewis Hine worked hard to take photographs of young children in mills and mines in order to make people aware of the problems of child labor.
) (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 
How
 was Lewis Hine able to influence attitudes 
about child labor in 
in America in the 1800s? 
) (
?
) 
[image: ] 

EVIDENCE [image: ]

What Lewis Hine did	What this made people realize
	
Lewis Hine visited coal mines in PA and took pictures of sons of miners
	
Pg. 5 breaker boys had dangerous jobs and were sons of miners


	
He took pictures and made friends with many children and learned their true age “he took pictures when they stopped for lunch”(p.9)

	
Pg. 9 “This photo helped spark a change.”

	
He often lied about taking pictures of the children and instead said it was of the machines, Pg. 25 “perhaps most difficult of all, Hine often had to pretend to be someone he was not.”

	
Pg. 25 People realized how small and young the children really were in the mills

	
Lewis Hine made sure that many people would see his pictures because he believed that
pictures speak louder than words

	
Pg. 26 “a picture, he knew, could stir emotions in a way words could not.”





Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     other:______________
3. How and when will evidence be gathered? Evidence will be gathered after reading chapters 1 & 3 of Breaker Boys, a non-fiction book about Lewis Hine and his photography. Students will collect 2-4 examples on post-it notes and compile them as a class on chart paper, after the 2nd reading of the text on their own.
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion: large group discussion about child labor in  America, 1800
Drama/Pantomime: act out or re-enact photos and talk about how you might feel in this situation
Drawing: illustrate things today’s students do on a typical day and what 1800s children would do on typical day
 (
Writing
)[image: ]
Understanding of  writing craft will be built through... 

On Demand Writing piece- no supports given.

Additional Extension Activity: use other photos from Lewis Hine website to create a unique narrative 


 (
Test Drive
: Lewis Hine and Child Labor
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 
)
[image: ] 
In the 1800’s, Lewis Hine worked hard to take photographs of young children in mills and mines in order to make people aware of the problems of child labor. He visited coal mines in Pennsylvania and took pictures of miners’ sons breaking coal. On page 5, the author tells us that this was a very dangerous job and was done by the sons of coal miners for extra money. 
Most people in America had no idea how old the children working in mines and factories were. The law said they had to be at least 16 years old and few people asked the true ages of the kids. Mr. Hine would take pictures of them when they stopped to eat lunch, (pg. 9) and learned the true ages of the children. According to the author of Breaker Boys, “these photos helped spark a change in America.” Many people who had never questioned the child labor laws now did question them. 
Hine often had to lie about taking the pictures so that the kids would trust him, since what they were doing was illegal. Although child labor regulations were already part of the law, but most employers ignored them. This made life very dangerous for the children who worked in these conditions. Lewis Hine showed people his pictures, hoping to make changes in the way the laws were enforced. He knew, “that a picture could stir emotions that words cannot.” He was right. 
Lewis Hine made sure that more and more people saw his photographs of these children and fought for change in the child labor laws and how they were followed. The Child Labor Laws were eventually strengthened. Through his photography, Lewis Hine was able to bring about an important change in America. 








Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Review of painted paragraph


	Use resources of painted paragraph in writing journal

	
Point out text features of non-fiction 


	Using weekly student newspapers point out features

	
Using visual sources (photos) as information


	Model/oral processing

	Writing will assessed by: This will be a short summative writing piece. Single sitting and informational/explanatory. Writing collaborative rubrics




	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

This will be an on demand writing piece. Should show learning from many other models that have been written together.
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