Think and Write!
Day 1

Name:                                                                                                              Date:
Title of play:   “Charlotte’s Web” (a play by Joseph Robinette)

“Charlotte’s Web”, the play, is an adaptation of the book, Charlotte’s Web.  It tells how Wilbur first meets Charlotte and  learns that he will be killed for food in the winter.  Charlotte becomes Wilbur’s friend, and saves his life. How is Charlotte a good friend to Wilbur? Use details from the text to support your answer. 

1.What will you be writing about? Underline the focusing question in the assignment above.

2. What information will you need to be able to answer the Focusing Question and to explain your answer? Turn to a partner. Look carefully at the graphic organizer as you  discuss the answers to the questions below. Color in the circle next to each question after you have talked about it.

· What kind of information will you put in the first two columns?
· Where will you get this information?

· What kind of information will go in the third column?
· Where will this information come from?

· Why are you gathering all this information? What are you trying to figure out?

How is Charlotte a good friend to Wilbur?

	Evidence
What Charlotte Does
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
How does this show she is a good friend?
	Used in your piece?

	Introduces herself 
Honest about who she is and what she does
-----------------------------------------------------Quote:  “Well, I’ve got a new friend, all right.” 
	

	Gives Wilbur someone to talk to and trust
He starts eating again

	

	


-----------------------------------------------------
Quote:




	
	
	

	



-----------------------------------------------------
Quote:




	
	
	

	


-----------------------------------------------------
Quote:




	
	
	




3. When the class is ready, your teacher will reread the story aloud. Your job is to listen carefully for information that will help you to complete the graphic organizer. During the read aloud, every time you hear some evidence from the text that you think belongs on the chart, raise your  hand.  The class will stop to discuss what you have noticed and decide whether to add that evidence to the chart. 

You may have noticed that there is not much room to write in each box! Don't worry, your teacher will show you how to "take notes" in that small space using just key words and phrases.
 
4. Once you have taken notes, look back at your  assignment, copy the Focusing Question onto your Writing Draft Sheet. Think about the evidence you found. How could you answer the Focusing Question in just a sentence or two? Turn and tell your partner how you might answer. 

5. The answer to a Focusing Question is called a Focus Statement. With your teacher, develop a class Focus Statement. 

6. Often, you can use words and ideas from the assignment to write an introduction to your piece . An introduction gives the reader important information about the text and states your focus. Your teacher will help you write a brief introduction and copy the Focus Statement onto your Writing Draft Sheet.


Think and Write!
Day 2

Name:                                                                                                                          Date:
Title of play:   “Charlotte’s Web” (a play by Joseph Robinette)

1. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet from yesterday. With a partner, take turns. Have one person read the Focusing Question and the other person read the Focus Statement. Then switch, so that you each have read both.

2. Look at your graphic organizer. Listen carefully as your teacher gives an example of how to write about the first piece of evidence. Where are these sentences coming from? On your graphic organizer, check the box next to the evidence your teacher used to write this part.

3. Now comes the fun part! Talk your piece! Use your graphic organizer. Point to each row of the chart and tell your partner what you will write. Say the sentences out loud as if you were writing them.  Then listen as your partner tells you what he/she will write.

On your own...
4. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet. Re-read what you have written so far. Then write about each piece of evidence.  Check off each piece of evidence on the graphic organizer as you write. 

5. A Concluding Statement restates the focus of the piece. Look at your Focus Statement. How could you restate it? Use the same idea, but different words. Write your Concluding Statement at the end of your piece. 

6. Now, think about this question:  “What does this play show you about how important it is to have a friend in your life, even a small one?” Your teacher will lead a discussion to help you improve and expand your conclusion. When you are ready, add a few sentences to your conclusion that show your thinking about this. 

 7. With a pencil in your hand, read your piece aloud to a partner. Revise and edit as you read.



Name :                                                                                                                      Date:
Title of story:  

Writing Draft

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Teacher Pages
Charlotte’s Web
Sample Graphic Organizer (additional evidence may be added by students)

    FOCUSING QUESTION: How is Charlotte a good  friend to Wilbur?
	Evidence
What Charlotte Does
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
How does this help to save Wilbur’s life?
	Used in your piece?

	Introduces herself and makes friends with Wilbur
Honest about who she is and what she does
-----------------------------------------------------
Quote:  “Well, I’ve got a new friend, all right.  

	





	Gives Wilbur someone to talk to and trust
He starts eating again

	

	Sheep tell Wilbur he will be eaten but
Charlotte tells Wilbur she’ll save him
----------------------------------------------------------
Quote:  “Wilbur, quiet down.  You shall not die.” 
	




	Wilbur trusts Charlotte

Stops being upset - the barn yard gets back to normal
	

	Charlotte spins her web with “Some Pig” in the middle
---------------------------------------------------------
Quote:  “What to do….The way to save Wilbur is to play a trick on Zuckerman.  If I can fool a bug, I can surely fool a man.  People are not as smart as bugs.” 
	



	-figures out a way to solve Wilbur’s problem


	



POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: Throughout the play, Charlotte shows that she is a good  friend to Wilbur.

Additional notes to the teacher about this piece:

· Remind the children that this play is an adaptation of the original book.
· It might be interesting to read the whole book ( or the parts adapted) and compare the two for similarities and differences.
· The children will probably be very familiar with the text and the movie versions, be sure the evidence they choose to support their focus comes directly from the text.

Writing Sample
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 


How is Charlotte a good friend to Wilbur?

	In the play, “Charlotte’s Web”, a young pig named Wilbur meets a very unusual spider named Charlotte. Throughout the play, Charlotte shows that she is a good  friend to Wilbur.
	In his new home in Zuckerman’s barn, Wilbur feels frightened and alone. Charlotte introduces herself to Wilbur.  She is honest about who she is, and how she gets her food.  Wilbur was pleased to have someone to talk to and thinks, “Well, I’ve got a new friend, all right.”  (p. 190) Wilbur was so relieved to have a friend that he started eating again and stopped crying.  Right from the beginning, Charlotte is a good friend to Wilbur.  
	After Wilbur meets Charlotte, the sheep tell him that he is being fattened up so the Zuckermans can kill him. Wilbur gets very upset, and Charlotte steps in to calm Wilbur down. She says, “Wilbur, quiet down. You shall not die.” (p. 191) Charlotte tells Wilbur that she will save his life; she doesn’t know how yet, but she will do it.  Wilbur stops being upset and the barnyard gets back to normal.  He trusts her, and believes her when she says she will save his life.  Wilbur knows that Charlotte is his friend.  
	At the end of the play, Charlotte shows she is a good friend by figuring out a way to use her special talents as a spider to save Wilbur’s life.  She spins a web with the words, Some Pig in the middle. Charlotte figures out that, “the way to save Wilbur is to play a trick on Zuckerman.” and thinks, “if I can fool a bug, I can surely fool a man.  People are not as smart as bugs.”  (p.195)  Charlotte shows she is a good friend by working hard to solve Wilbur’s problem.
	 Charlotte was a good friend to Wilbur. She cheered him up, calmed him down and used her special talents and cleverness to help him through his problems. Wilbur discovered that even the smallest friend can be a life saver!  

