Think and Write!
Day 1

Name:                                                                                                              Date:
Title of story: “Akiak”

Akiak and Mick really want to win the Iditarod.  Akiak is ten and this is her last chance.  When she injures a paw during the race, Mick has to leave her behind.  Akiak doesn’t let the injury stop her.  She finds her team and helps lead them to victory. How does Akiak show that she is determined to win the race?  Use details from the text to support your answer. 

1. What will you be writing about? Underline the focusing question in the assignment above.

2. What information will you need to be able to answer the Focusing Question and to explain your answer? Turn to a partner. Look carefully at the graphic organizer as you discuss the answers to the questions below. Color in the circle next to each question after you have talked about it.

· What kind of information will you put in the first two columns?
· Where will you get this information?

· What kind of information will go in the third column?
· Where will this information come from?

· Why are you gathering all this information? What are you trying to figure out?

How does Akiak show that she is determined to win the race?  
	Evidence
 Akiak’s actions
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
 How this shows determination
	Used in your piece?

	 She takes the safest, fastest way

	
	Confusing trails, steep climbs, dangerous descents, and icy waters- never gets lost
	

	 


	
	
	

	



	
	
	

	




	
	
	


3. When the class is ready, your teacher will reread the story aloud. Your job is to listen carefully for information that will help you to complete the graphic organizer. During the read aloud, every time you hear some evidence from the text that you think belongs on the chart, raise your hand.  The class will stop to discuss what you have noticed and decide whether to add that evidence to the chart. 

You may have noticed that there is not much room to write in each box! Don't worry, your teacher will show you how to "take notes" in that small space using just key words and phrases.

4. Once you have taken notes, look back at your assignment, copy the Focusing Question onto your Writing Draft Sheet.Think about the evidence you found. How could you answer the Focusing Question in just a sentence or two? Turn and tell your partner how you might answer. 

5. The answer to a Focusing Question is called a Focus Statement. With your teacher, develop a class Focus Statement.

6. Often, you can use words and ideas from the assignment to write an introduction to your piece . An introduction gives the reader important information about the text and states your focus. Your teacher will help you write a brief introduction and copy the Focus Statement onto your Writing Draft Sheet.



Think and Write!
Day 2

Name:                                                                                                                          Date:
Title of story: “Akiak”

1. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet from yesterday. With a partner, take turns. Have one person read the Focusing Question and the other person read the Focus Statement. Then switch, so that you each have read both.

2. Look at your graphic organizer. Listen carefully as your teacher gives an example of how to write about the first piece of evidence. Where are these sentences coming from? On your graphic organizer, check the box next to the evidence your teacher used to write this part.

3. Now comes the fun part! Talk your piece! Use your graphic organizer. Point to each row of the chart and tell your partner what you will write. Say the sentences out loud as if you were writing them.  Then listen as your partner tells you what he/she will write.

On your own...
4. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet. Re-read what you have written so far. Then write about each piece of evidence.  Check off each piece of evidence on the graphic organizer as you write. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. A Concluding Statement restates the focus of the piece. Look at your Focus Statement. How could you restate it? Use the same idea, but different words. Write your Concluding Statement at the end of your piece.

6. Now, think about this question: “What would have happened if Akiak had not been so determined?”  Your teacher will lead a discussion to help you improve and expand your conclusion. When you are ready, add a sentence or two to your conclusion that show your thinking about this.

 7. With a pencil in your hand, read your piece aloud to a partner. Revise and edit as you read.


Name:                                                                                                                      Date:
Title of story:  

Writing Draft
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Teacher Pages
Akiak
Sample Graphic Organizer (additional evidence may be added by students)

FOCUSING QUESTION: How does Akiak show that she is determined to win the race?  

	Evidence
Akiak’s actions
	Page
	Elaboration / Explanation
How this shows determination
	Used in your piece?

	 She always takes the safest and fastest way. 
	
	
	 Keeps going despite confusing trails, steep climbs, dangerous descents, icy waters – never gets lost
	

	Akiak runs the race on an injured paw.
	
	Hurt, but won’t get in helicopter, escapes and runs the race
	

	Runs by herself in a blizzard.
------------------------------------------------------
Quote
“Akiak burrowed into a snowdrift to wait out the storm.  In the morning the mound of snow came alive, and out pushed Akiak.”

	
	Wind takes scent away, but she keeps running, storm becomes a whiteout, sleeps in snow, but starts running again in morning
	



POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: Akiak shows that she is determined to win the race.

Additional notes to the teacher about this piece:
· In fourth grade students should begin to incorporate quotes within the piece in order to support their evidence.  
· The author of this story chose to break the story down by days.  Discuss why the author might have chosen to do that, and how that helps make a story that happens over time more clear. 
· This is a great story to read in March, so that the kids can track the actual Iditarod online.

Sample Writing
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 

How does Akiak show that she is determined to win the race?  

	Akiak is a story about a sled dog and her musher who want to win the famous Iditarod race.  Even after getting injured and being disqualified, the dog doesn’t give up.  Akiak shows that she is determined to win the race.
	Akiak shows that she is determined right away.  She finds the safest and fastest way for her team to go.  Even though there are steep climbs, dangerous descents, icy waters, and confusing trails, Akiak keeps going and never gets lost.  On the fourth day, Akiak injures her paw and has to be taken out of the race.  When the helicopter comes to take her home, Akiak courageously breaks free and takes off - determined to find her team.   As Akiak runs by herself in a blizzard, the wind takes away the scent, and soon she can’t see because of the whiteout.  She doesn’t give up. Instead, “Akiak burrowed into a snowdrift to wait out the storm.  In the morning the mound of snow came alive, and out pushed Akiak” (p.39).
	Akiak displays determination throughout the story.  If she had not broken free and gone to find Mick and the team, they may not have won the race.  Akiak shows that determination pays off.



