Think and Write!
 Day 1	

Name:                                                                                 Date:
Title of story: “Ramona Quimby, Age 8”

Ramona Quimby has a nice family, but one Sunday afternoon the whole family finds themselves unhappy.  What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?  Use details from the text to support your answer. 

1. What will you be writing about? Underline the Focusing Question.

2. Now, turn and talk to a partner about the question:  What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?

3. The answer to a Focusing Question is called a Focus Statement. Your teacher will use some of the things you discussed to help you to develop a focus statement for this piece. 

4. Often, you can use words and ideas from the assignment to write an introduction to your piece . An introduction gives the reader important information about the text and states your focus. Your teacher will help you write a brief introduction and copy the Focus Statement onto your Writing Draft Sheet.

5. When the class is ready, your teacher will reread part of the text aloud. Your job is to listen carefully for parts of the text that show us examples of  what causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood. When you hear those parts of the piece, raise your hand. The class will stop to discuss what you have noticed and decide whether to write that evidence on the class Evidence Chart. 

6. When all the notes have been taken, it's time for a challenge! Can you show that you understand the evidence without using any words? This is called pantomime. As your teacher reads each piece of evidence on the chart, act it out, in place, without any sound at all! Use your actions and expressions to show us what the words are saying. 



Think and Write!
Day 2

Name:                                                                                                                Date:
Title of story: “Ramona Quimby, Age 8”

 What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?

1. Let's start by remembering what you are going to write about. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet from yesterday. When your teacher asks the Focusing Question for this piece, read the Focus Statement you have written. Do this a couple of times. 

2. Make your own Evidence Chart (use the chart on the next page). Choose a piece of evidence from the class chart. Copy the words onto your own Evidence Chart. Do this for two more pieces of evidence. 

3. Listen carefully as your teacher gives an example of how to write about the first piece of evidence. Where are these sentences coming from? Copy your teacher's example on your Writing Draft sheet.
 
4. Now comes the fun part! Talk the piece! Use your own Evidence Chart. Point to each row of the chart and tell a partner what you will write. Say the sentences out loud as if you were writing them.  Then listen as your partner tells you what he/she will write.

5. Write about two more pieces of evidence. Use your Evidence Chart.

 6. A Concluding Statement restates the focus of the piece. Look at your Focus Statement. How could you restate it? Use the same idea, but different words. Write your Concluding Statement at the end of your piece. 

 7. With a pencil in your hand, read your whole piece aloud to a partner. Revise and edit as you read.


Name:                                                                                                                          Date:
Title of story: “Ramona Quimby, Age 8”

 What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?


	Evidence
 Family member/problem

	Elaboration
 How they show they are in a dismal mood
	page
	Check here if you used this
evidence in your
piece.

	 Ramona wants to play outside, it’s rainy so she can’t
	Presses nose against the window, thinks of sunshine and a smiling happy family
	

	

	
 







	
	
	

	







	
	
	

	







	
	
	








Name :                                                                                                                      Date:

Title of story: “Ramona Quimby, Age 8”

Writing Draft

What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Teacher Pages
Sample Graphic Organizer (additional evidence may be added by students)

FOCUSING QUESTION: What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?

POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: The Quimby family has problems that put them in a dismal mood.

	 Evidence
Family member/Problem
	Elaboration 
 How they show they’re in a bad mood
	Page

	 Ramona wants to play outside, it’s rainy so she can’t
	Presses nose against the window, thinks of sunshine  (mom yells at her)
	

	Beezus can’t go to sleepover
	Sobs, slams door shut
	

	 Dad studying a lot



	Scratches pencil angrily on paper, slammed book shut, threw down pencil
	

	Mom is worried about bills
	Yelling at the kids- says clean room, can’t go to sleepover
	



Additional notes to the teacher about this piece:

· The teacher will need to discuss the word dismal with the students in order for them to know the meaning (it is taken from the story)
· In third grade students are expected to use linking words and phrases (e.g. because, when, since, for example)
· There is additional evidence that students may find in the text in order to support their answers

Writing Sample
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 

What causes the Quimby family to be in a dismal mood?

 	Ramona Quimby, Age 8,  is a story about a girl and her family. One dreary afternoon in November, the whole family is grumpy.  The Quimby family has problems that put them  in a dismal mood.  First of all, Ramona wants to go outside to play but she can’t because it’s raining.  We can tell Ramona is sad because she presses her nose to the window, dreaming about sunshine and a happy smiling family.  Ramona’s sister Beezus is upset because she is not allowed to go to a friend’s sleepover.  You can tell Beezus is unhappy because she runs into her room sobbing and slams the door shut.  Mr. Quimby is studying at the dining room table.  We can see that he is unhappy when he scratches his pencil angrily on the paper, then throws his pencil down and slams his book shut.  The family’s problems cause them all to be in a dismal mood.  


