
Writing for Understanding and Common Core

 Teacher Plan 

Teacher Dulce O’Hare        Grade 3           Time 4-5 Lessons

	Topic /  Subject / Text 

Bingo by Paul B. Janeczko
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CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: 

Sometimes writers want their readers to infer meaning from the words/ descriptions they choose to put in their poetry and prose, and they don’t explicitly state their meaning.

Reading CC Standards: 

RL.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.3.5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.

RL.3.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing CC Standards: 

W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

· Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

· Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

· Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.

· Provide a concluding statement or section.
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           Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	Why does the poet end the poem with the wish that the mother would buy a shiny red dress, long white gloves and high heeled shoes?  


	The child cares for the mother and wants her to spend her bingo winnings on something special for herself, not things that the family needs.  



	              Building Content Knowledge, Understanding of Writer’s Craft 
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	  • vocabulary

  • guided reading

  • text mapping

  • paraphrasing

  • summarizing

  • visualizing/

  • imaging

  • dramatizing

  • oral processing / guided

  conversation / think-pair-

   share

  • experience

  • debating / Socratic seminar

  • taking notes (graphic

  organizers, T-charts, 2 column

   notes, etc.)

  • craft lessons (intro, transitions, conclusions, etc)
	· Read aloud of Bingo
· Close read of Bingo
· Oral discussion of context (parapharse each stanza, turn and talk to share what each stanza means or tells you about the characters)

· Visualizing story being shared in poem

· Illustrating scenes from the poem

· Vocabulary lessons

· Dramatize interesting vocabulary words

· Dramatize poem,acting out each chartacter’s actions/ emotions (get you body into the poem)

· Craft lesson:  Word order; tone; metaphor

Poetry Elements Resource: http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/virtualit/poetry/elements.html
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       Structures



                How will students know how to organize their ideas 




               and construct the piece of writing?


	 • graphic organizers

• teacher-written models 

 • teacher-and-student

   written models 

 • various types of templates

  or frames 

(ex: Painted Essay)


	· Close read graphic organizer/ worksheet

· Examination of teacher-written model of short response to text

· Review paragraph structure

· Planning sheet to organize paragraph
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             Writing  / Revising

                       How will students draft / revise so that their final writing is clearly focused, 

                     organized, and developed to show understanding of the central ideas?


	•  group write, fully or in

     part

 • write section at a time

 • write full piece

   independently

 • revise /share full group

 • revise /share partners

 • proofreading in partners

 • proofread w/tubaloos


	· Hand paragraph planner

· Write in chunks

· Turn and talk throughout drafting

· Confer with teacher


	   Lesson Sequence

What steps will I follow so that students are able to  effectively 

show their understanding in writing?

	First, I will read the poem aloud (saving the last part to reveal to them later) to the students while they listen.  Invariably, my students will want to share their thinking and any connections they have to whatever has been read and some sharing will be allowed.  “What would you and your family have bought with that extra money?”

Second, I will pass out the poem (with the last section covered with a sticky note) to each student and re-read the poem aloud as they read in their heads at the same time.  They peel off the sticky note as I read aloud the last section.  We open the floor for discussion about the “surprise” ending.

Our third step will be reading the poem in partners.  This listening and re-reading will continue to build their knowledge of the poem, its structure, and hopefully it will aide reading fluency to mimick the good reading they have heard from the teacher.

Next (and most likely the following day) I will read the poem aloud again to the students.  They will read with their partner one more time and then get ready for the next step, a closer look at the poem’s meaning and language.

Now that the students have had repeated exposures to the poem.  We’ll begin to upack it to gain a better understading of the piece.  

Students will be given a worksheet with questions and space for their answers.  They will turn and talk with their reading partner when they address each question and write their answers during that time.  We’ll stop and share after each step and before going on to be sure that everyone’s understandings are clear and that I can catch any misunderstandings.   We’ll also stop and dramatize each stanza and any vocabulary, metaphors or idioms that need to be clarified through other means.  Working with this close read worksheet will take at least two sessions.   As students share their work with the larger group, I’ll create public notes on a large poster, so our thinking about this poem is visible for all throughout our work.  Below, please find the close read worksheet/ planner.





Name: _______________________
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Let’s take a closer look at Bingo by Paul B. Janeczko

1.
Read the first stanza to yourself quietly in your head.  Talk to your partner about what you think was happening in this scene?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Make a picture in your mind as you re-read the first stanza.  Draw what was happening in the first stanza.

3.
Talk with your partner about what you think the phrase “Mom armed herself for early Bingo” means?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Talk with your partner about how you think the narrator feels at the end of the first stanza?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read the next three stanzas to yourself in your head.  Talk with your partner about what you think was happening in these sections?  Draw what you imagine this looked like.

6.
Talk with your partner about how you think the narrator feels at the end of this part of the poem?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Read the last stanza aloud with your partner.  How many sentences are in this stanza?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
Talk with your partner about how you think the narrator feels at the end of this stanza?  How would you feel in this situation?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You’ve worked really hard at understanding this poem!

End of close read worksheet

After this point we will dip into learning more about the poet’s craft including tone, metaphor and importance of word order.  Students will understand that the author is building a story and a picture of this family with his words.  Each stanza, each layer gives the reader a great depth of understaning of their lives.  

Not sure if I would do this part:

On the board, write the definition of poetry. An example definition, adapted from Webster's, is, "writing that is concentrated on imaginative awareness, using language, which is chosen and arranged to create a specific emotional response through meaning, sound and rhythm."  

Discuss this definition as a group.  Do we agree that Bingo made us imagine the scene and characters?  Do we agree that that awarness came from the language, the words and their order in the poem?  Did the poem create an emotional repsonse in its readers?  Was it the meaning that caused this response?  

Now it’s time to write!

Here’s our focusing question:

Why does the poet end the poem with the wish that the mother would buy a shiny red dress, long white gloves and high heeled shoes?

Now that you know the poem so well, try with your partner to write an answer to our focusing question.  Remember, that answer will be your thesis for your piece of writing.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We’ll begin the writing process with the activity above.  Once each pair has a draft thesis we’ll share what we have and then start looking at models of other short response to text pieces.  Through that process we’ll review the hand paragraph structure and the goals of each part of the paragraph.

Students will be given a paragraph planning sheet (two column) to organize the evidence from the poem and their thinking about that evidence.

Students will draft their thesis and controlling idea. After sharing this as a group, students will be allowed to move on using their paragraph planning sheet to write their repsonse in the form of a paragraph.

Teacher Test Drive

In the poem Bingo by Paul B. Janeczko, a child describes an evening at home with his father and his mother’s trip to a bingo game.  One can surmise from the text that the child cares deeply for his mother. It seems that the child has affection for his mother since he pays close attention to her preparations for her evening at bingo.  He knows about the details of what she goes to bingo “armed with” -  her markers, her lucky quarter and her seat cushion.  The child describes the mother’s return home as a triumph.  She has been victorious at bingo that night and the family celebrates together.  Finally, it is clear that the child loves his mother greatly since as he lays in bed listening to his parents, all he can imagine is that she spend her bingo winnings on something special for herself, not mundane things that the family needs.  



	Assessment: How are students doing? What are my next steps as a teacher?

	· Teacher will assess formatively each step of the process

· Teacher will assess final written piece against response to text rubric

· Decide what next steps are needed based on student needs




	                Next Steps: Gradual Release of Responsibility

	· New poem with a similar task to reinforce the close reading skills and the response to text skills

· How can I gradually release the repsonsiblity to the students for looking at a short text like this again as they ask questions on their own and gain an understanding of the author’s intent?
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