Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Teacher: Joanne Kohm                                             Grade: 3                                                                          Time: Six 30 minute lessons                                                      


 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Benjamin Franklin/Social Studies/
Communities: Adventures in Time and Place
_____________________________________________________________
Central Ideas
(Choose only one in each category.
 Write out the whole standard.
)
Content Standard:
  
Social Studies:
Inventions can improve people’s lives
CC Reading Standard:
 
RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g. maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g. where, when, why and how key events occur).
 
CC Writing Standard:
 
W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory text to examine a topic and group related information together; include illustrations
 when useful to aid comprehension.
)

























Title of Text(s): Communities:  Adventures in Time and Place                                                
Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
 
) (
-How did Benjamin Franklin help the citizens of Philadelphia with his inventions?
-What does it mean to be safe?
-What does it mean to have a good quality of life vs. a poor quality of life?
) (
- How do text features like
graphic inserts and paragraph headings help us to understand text better?
) (
-Lightning rod
-Fireplace vs. Wood burning stove
-Declaration of Independence
) (
Knowledge
) (
Language
) (
Structure
) (
Meaning
) (
Language
) (
Knowledge
) (
Structure
) (
Meaning
)



 (
-Printer/printing press
-Taxes
-Citizens
-American Revolution
-Poor Richard’s Almanac
)

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Elementary                          Grade: 3rd

Title of Text: Communities:  Adventures in Time and Place
Writing Standard: W3.2

FOCUSING QUESTION: How did Ben Franklin make life better for the citizens of Philadelphia?  

FOCUS STATEMENT: Ben Franklin’s practical ideas and inventions made people’s lives safer and improved the quality of their lives.


EVIDENCE 
	INVENTION/IDEA
	EFFECT ON PEOPLE’S LIVES

	Franklin Stove
	
More efficient and safer way to heat home.

	
Lightning rod
	Wooden buildings did not burn.

	
Volunteer Fire Dept.
	Firefighters put out fires.

	
Bifocals
	Vision improved for close-up & distance.

	
Lending library
	[bookmark: _GoBack]People became educated and better readers.



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
Full group     small group     individual student 
2. Evidence will be recorded on
Chart graphic  organizer  whiteboard   other: Treasure sticky notes and chart
3. How and when will evidence be gathered?  Group discussion after reading text 2 times and then using treasure sticky notes on evidence chart. Students orally explain how invention helped citizens of Philadelphia.
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

Discussion:  Evidence Chart: Students discuss how specific invention helped citizens. Teacher writes student comments into short phrases.  Also, students generate examples and non-examples of safety and quality of life conveniences. 
Drama/Pantomime: 
Drawing:
Sorting/Sequencing:  Ordering picture evidence into 2 categories.
Activity: Students order pictures of inventions into Safety and Quality of Life categories.  Students come to white board and place one of the picture inventions under the chosen category. Student orally explains why he/she chose this category.   
 (
Writing
)[image: ]
Understanding of writing craft will be built through... 

Structures:  Painted essay and Hand paragraph
Models: Students model hand paragraph orally
Mini Lessons:  Linking words.  Teacher models 3 basic linking words:  because, another & next in a body paragraph.  Conclusion:  Teacher models restating focus statement and “so what” comment using specific text passages from released items on Common Core.
Activity: Students read teacher written model paragraph on Alexander Graham Bell identifying linking words and conclusion.
Other: Students also apply the painted essay structure on the model paragraph identifying the topic sentence and proof paragraphs. 
 (
Test Drive
: 
Ben Franklin Makes a Difference
)[image: ] 
A long time ago in 1723 Benjamin Franklin made a big difference to the citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Ben Franklin’s practical ideas and inventions made people’s lives safer and improved the quality of their lives.

Ben Franklin had many wonderful ideas and inventions that helped make people’s lives safer. One of these was the lightning rod.  This invention saved many houses from burning down because most homes were made from wood back then.  He also realized that if there was a fire, the citizens needed help putting the fire out.  This is why he organized Philadelphia’s first volunteer fire department. He also noticed he was using too much wood in his fireplace and sometimes there was smoke in his house too. His great idea was the Franklin Stove which gave off more heat than a fireplace and was so much safer! Now the people of Philadelphia didn’t have to worry so much about the danger of fire.

The Philadelphia citizens’ quality of life was improved with Ben Franklin’s inventions also. He created the first lending library because he loved to read books but they were so hard to find.  Now all the people had an equal chance to become better educated. Then Ben’s eyesight began to get fuzzy, so he invented bi-focal glasses to help people see from a distance and close-up. Many more people in Philadelphia had access to books and could read them more easily, thanks to Ben Franklin! 

This great thinker and inventor made such a difference in people’s lives!  He made people smarter and their lives safer and easier with his amazing inventions.  Thank you, Ben Franklin!


Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Time frame of 1700’s


	Discuss people’s quality of life without modern conveniences like electricity, telephone, running water, plumbing,  antibiotics and books.

	
Support with evidence from the text


	Build basic knowledge by orally rehearsing direct questions on how the invention might have helped people in their everyday lives.

	
Organization of Painted Essay


	Students chunk the writing…. One paragraph at a time.

	
Elaboration with practice using examples



	Hand paragraph with finger ring for every elaboration orally given.

	Writing will assessed by RI writing Rubric and teacher–made checklist based on Common Core Standards.




	Plans for gradual release of responsibility:  Students will read chapter book biography at mid-third grade level, Go Fly a Kit Ben Franklin by Peter & Connie Roop building on information from understanding gained from this series of lessons. Students will take on more of painted essay and hand paragraph structures for improved writing for meaning.
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