Assignment Planner                                                              Grade:3

Title of Text: Science on Board         Genre:Informational/Explanatory Text
Created by The Third Grade Team at Castleton Elementary

CC Writing Standard: 
W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory text to examine a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aid comprehension.

FOCUSING QUESTION: What discoveries did Magellan and Cook make on their voyages?

POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: The voyages of Magellan and Cook led to many important discoveries. 


	Evidence
What was discovered


	Elaboration
What this taught us about our world
(optional in piece)
	

	MAGELLAN

	Located a passage to South America
	They learned it was possible to circumnavigate the earth.
	

	Discovered a new warm-weather penguin
	There are many new animals to be discovered
	

	Irregular dwarf galaxies orbiting the Milky Way galaxy
	There are new things to learn about astronomy
	

	COOK

	Made first accurate charts and maps of the Pacific

	Added to European knowledge about Pacific Ocean and its islands
	

	How to prevent scurvy
	Sailors didn’t die
	

	Collected more than 3,000 plant species from New Zealand and Australia
	Many new species of plants
	




Science on Board
Test Drive
Focusing Question:
What discoveries did Magellan and Cook make on their voyages?
Focus Statement:
The voyages of Magellan and Cook led to many discoveries.

INTRO
     Captain Magellan and Captain Cook were explorers who sailed the oceans hundreds of years ago.  They traveled with scientists and explored many new places. 
---------------------------------------
The voyages of Magellan and Cook led to many discoveries.

Ferdinand Magellan was an explorer who went around the world. He was the first one to do this. He found a way to get to the Pacific Ocean and named it after himself. He saw penguins no one had ever seen before. So he named the penguins after himself, too. A man named Pigafetta travelled with Magellan and saw new galaxies in the Milky Way. Those were named after him, too!
James Cook was another explorer who sailed his ship on the Pacific Ocean. He was the first to make good maps of the Pacific. He discovered New Zealand and Australia were islands. He figured out fruit with vitamin C would fix scurvy so he made everyone eat limes. No one died. He and another man collected 3,000 new plants.


CONCLUSION
     Captain Magellan and Captain Cook are famous explorers because they made many discoveries while sailing the Pacific Ocean.  Their new knowledge gave scholars and scientists a better understanding about the world they lived in.

Title of Task: Science on Board
Grade:3

Day 1 
Intro  hand paragraph
1. Lead first read/viewing of source materials: Science on Board article
2. Discuss for basic comprehension

Day 2 
1. Ask Focusing Question and discuss briefly to formulate a Focus Statement. 
FOCUSING QUESTION: What discoveries did Magellan and Cook make on their voyages?
POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: The voyages of Magellan and Cook led to many important discoveries. 

2. Collect evidence to support the Focus Statement and take notes.
	-Make a class T-chart (produced by the teacher)
	-Students will raise hands as teacher is reading to show evidence
	-Students will highlight evidence on the Smartboard or on their own paper

Day 3 
1. Review the Focus Statement (post).
2. Do an activity to review/deepen student understanding of the evidence.(Magellan paragraph)
	-Students can act this out or draw the evidence
3. Write Magellan  paragraph. 

Day 4
1. Do an activity to review/deepen student understanding of the evidence.(Cook paragraph)
2. Write Cook  paragraph. 

Day 6
4. Write conclusion as a group


Optional:
Students finish writing and proofread (pieces may stay in first draft form, or you may decide to add additional time for other steps in the writing process)


