 Think and Write!
Day 1

Name:                                                                                 Date:
Title of story/article ” Alexander Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday”

Making thoughtful decisions can affect both short and long term plans or goals. In this story, Alexander has to make lots of decisions. Does Alexander make thoughtful decisions? 

1. What will you be writing about? Underline the Focusing Question.

2. Now, turn and talk to a partner about the question: Does Alexander make thoughtful decisions?

3. The answer to a Focusing Question is called a Focus Statement. Your teacher use some of the things you discussed to help you to write a focus statement for this piece. Copy the Focus Statement onto your Writing Draft Sheet.

4. When the class is ready, your teacher will reread the text aloud. Your job is to listen carefully for parts of the text that show us whether or not Alexander made thoughtful decisions. When you hear those parts of the piece, raise your hand. The class will stop to discuss what you have noticed and decide whether to write that evidence on the class  Evidence Chart. 




 Think and Write!
Day 2

Name:                                                        Date:
Title of story/article:  “Alexander Who Used to be Rich last Sunday”

Does Alexander make thoughtful decisions?

1. Let's start by remembering what you are going to write about. Look at your Writing Draft Sheet from yesterday. When your teacher asks the Focusing Question for this piece, read the Focus Statement you have written. Do this a couple of times. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Make your own Evidence Chart. Choose a piece of evidence from the class chart. Copy the words onto your own Evidence Chart. Then add a picture to show what the words mean. Do this for two more pieces of evidence.

	Evidence
 What decisions does he make?
	Elaboration / explanation  
Are they good, thoughtful decisions?
	Page Number
	Check when used

	Words
buys things – gum, candle, cards, teddy bear
-------------------------------------
Picture



	doesn’t save - things are used,  not good shape
	
	

	Words
buys things – gum, candle, cards, teddy bear
-------------------------------------
Picture



	
	
	

	Words
buys things – gum, candle, cards, teddy bear
-------------------------------------
Picture



	
	
	

	Words
buys things – gum, candle, cards, teddy bear
-------------------------------------
Picture



	
	
	

	Words
buys things – gum, candle, cards, teddy bear
-------------------------------------
Picture



	
	
	




3. Listen carefully as your teacher gives an example of how to write about the first piece of evidence. Where are these sentences coming from? Copy your teacher's example on your Writing Draft sheet.
 
4. Now comes the fun part! Talk the piece! Use your own Evidence Chart. Point to each row of the chart and tell a partner what you will write. Say the sentences out loud as if you were writing them.  Then listen as your partner tells you what he/she will write.

5. Write about two more pieces of evidence. Use your Evidence Chart.

 6. A Concluding Statement restates the focus of the piece. Look at your Focus Statement. How could you restate it? Use the same idea, but different words. Write your Concluding Statement at the end of your piece. 

 7. With a pencil in your hand, read your whole piece aloud to a partner. Revise and edit as you read.



Name :                                                                                                                      Date:

Title of story: “Alexander Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday”

Writing Draft
Does Alexander Make Thoughtful Decisions?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Pages
Sample Graphic Organizer (additional evidence may be added by students)

FOCUSING QUESTION: Does Alexander make thoughtful decisions?

POSSIBLE FOCUS STATEMENT: Alexander does not make thoughtful decisions.


	Evidence
What decisions does he make?
	Elaboration / explanation  
Are they good, thoughtful decisions?
	Check when used 

	buys gum - buys teddy bear - used candle -  cards

	doesn't need these
broken
should save for bike
	

	bets on things
	betting not good
loses all bets

	

	pays to hold snake

	silly - wastes money  
	

	Misbehaves
unacceptable language   
kicks brother    
Dad fines him,  loses more money  

	bad choice, gets him in trouble, hurts other people
	

	
	
	






Sample Writing
NOTE: this is for the teacher’s use only, not for students. The purpose is to show the teacher what the final piece might look like when students have completed their work. 

Making thoughtful decisions and good choices can affect both short and long term plans or goals. The book, Alexander Who Used To Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst, is a story about a young boy named Alexander who does not make thoughtful decisions.
When his grandparents give him a dollar, he makes a bad decision not to save the money like his mother and father suggest. Even though he wants to save his money, he ends up losing it all because of his bad decisions.
He decides to spend his money on things he “needs,” even though he really doesn’t need them. He buys lots of bubble gum and then goes to a yard sale and buys a one-eyed teddy bear, a used candle, and a deck of cards that has cards missing. He says he needs all of these things, but he doesn’t. These are poor choices. He is not very thoughtful.
Another poor choice is when he decides to make bets with his brothers and even his mother. He loses all three bets and loses fifteen cents. He also pays his friend to hold a snake. Again, he doesn’t think about the results of his wild spending.
He also makes a bad decision to misbehave. He acts before he thinks. This is not a thoughtful choice. When his brothers tease him, he uses unacceptable language and kicks something. To punish him, his dad fines him for this, and he loses more money. 
Alexander makes bad decisions. He is not very thoughtful about the choices he makes. That’s why he ends up poor even though he was “rich last Sunday”.




