Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Maggie Smith                                                                         Grade:3/4                                                                            Time:   3 weeks                                                          Informative/Explanatory                                            


 (
Topic/Subject/Text
                            
Vermont History : Integrated Social Studies and Language Arts
Gluskabi
 and the Wind Eagle
; 
Life in a Longhouse Village
Keepers of the Earth
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
 
Hu
man Interac
tion with the Environment
H&SS3-4.13  Identifying expressions of cult
ure, such as language, social interactions, beliefs and customs, economic activities, material goods, food clothing, buildings, tools, machines. (e.g. Discovering how 
Abenaki
 oral tradition influences their society
.
)
CC Reading Standard:
 
Craft and Structure
RL3.2 
  
Recount stories, including fables, folktales and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.
CC Writing Standard:
 
Text Types and Purposes
W3.2/4.2
  
Write informative
/explanatory te
xts to e
x
amine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
)



























Title of Text:     Gluskabi and the Wind Eagle; Life in a Longhouse Village
Keepers of the Earth
                                           
Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
Different culture had their own
m
ythology
 or religious 
 traditions.
Who was “the Owner”?
Who was 
Gluskabi
?
No written language in early NA cultures.
Oral tradition: Stories meant to entertain and teach. Children taught through stories.
Concept of owner ship in NA culture different from European.
) (
Abenaki
 words 
“Grandmother” – How is the term used differently here than in our culture?
) (
.
Narrative Summary:
Character
Setting
Motivation
Problem
Solution (Lesson)
(organizer attached)
) (
Cause and E
ffect: 
) (
Language
) (
Knowledge
) (
Structure
) (
Meaning
)

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Elementary                          Grades:3/4

Title of Text:                                               Writing Standard: W2
Gluskabi and the Wind Eagle (3 selected stories)
 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 
What 
can we
 learn from the
se 
three
 
traditional 
Abenaki
 
 stories?
) 
 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
 
The 
Abenaki
 stories about 
Gluskabi
 teach us that we need to take care of the environment, which belongs to everyone.
)[image: ] 

EVIDENCE [image: ]
	Story
	What ?
(Cause)
	What happens?
(Effect)
	             Lesson

	Gluskabi and the Game Animals

	Gluskabi is tired of the animals hiding from him when he hunts. He tricks the animals to capture them so he won’t have to work so hard.
	There are no animals left in the woods.
	If you over-hunt, there will be not be enough animals for the future. 
Difficult things can make us stronger and wiser.

	Gluskabi and the Wind Eagle

	Gluskabi is angry that the wind makes it harder for him to paddle his canoe. He tricks the Wind Eagle so the wind won’t bother him when he is fishing.
	The air becomes hot and uncomfortable. The water becomes dirty and smelly. The fish are dying.  
	Things are the way they are for a reason. Without the wind, things will be out of balance and life won’t be good for us and future people.

	Gluskabi and the River Monster

	A huge monster blocks the river upstream from the village. He wants the water for himself.
	People and animals in the village grow sick. Some die because there is no water.

	Water  is for everyone.  You cannot be greedy or selfish about the things that nature gives to us.





Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by full group (public notes)
2. Evidence will be initially recorded on a class chart, then transferred to individual graphic organizers by students 
3. How and when will evidence be gathered? First two columns will be completed after first read. Last column will be completed after multiple readings and discussion.
 (
Oral Processing
 
u
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion:  Small groups/whole class.
Drama/Pantomime:  Puppet play – all 3 stories.
Drawing: 1. Folded panel “books” to show sequence of events.  
      2. Action/Consequence cards
Sorting/Sequencing:  1.Events from class story notes.
      2.Descriptions from Narrative Summary graphic organizer
Additional activity:  Build cardboard wigwam ,“fire” and listen to Josph Bruchac tapes of  winter stories.





 (
Writing
)[image: ]
Understanding of  writing craft will be built through... 

Structure: Narrative Elements (for summary portion of explanation)

Models: Henry’s Awful Mistake  (Cause & effect)
Mini Lessons:  Smartboard: Story elements.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]


Name ____________
Date _____________
Narrative Summary (sample)
1. Narrative Elements Notes: Gluskabi and the Wind Eagle (story)
	[image: ]   Lesson
	Bad things happen when you try to change nature for your own purposes.

	[image: ]    Setting
	On the lake.

	 [image: ]
Main Characters

	Gluskabi
The Wind Eagle
Grandmother Woodchuck

	[image: ]   Character Motivation
	Gluskabi wants to fish, and he wants the wind to stop blowing so he can paddle his canoe more easily.

	[image: ]  Conflict
	Gluskabi finds the Wind Eagle and tricks him into not making the wind blow. Then the air gets hot, and the lake gets dirty and smelly/

	[image: ] Resolution
	Grandmother tells him the wind is important and he needs to put the Wind Eagle back. When he does, everything goes back to the way it should be.






 (
Test Drive
: 
Gluskabi
 and the Wind Eagle
)[image: ] 
       In the Abenaki culture, adults taught lessons to children by telling stories around the fires during the long winters. The Abenaki stories about Gluskabi teach us that we need to take care of the environment, which belongs to everyone.
     In the story, “Gluskabi and the Wind Eagle”, we learn that bad things can happen when you try to change nature. Gluskabi is upset because the wind is making is hard for him to paddle his canoe when he’s trying to fish. So he climbs up to the top of a mountain and shoves the big eagle that makes the wind down into the crack of the mountain so that it can’t  flap its wings anymore. He’s happy at first, but then he gets really hot and he sees that the water is getting dirty and smelly. When he tells Grandmother Woodchuck what he did, she tells him that it was a bad thing to do because the wind keeps the air cool and keeps the water fresh. So Gluskabi climbs back up the mountain and puts the Wind  Eagle back where it belongs, and then things are good again. This story taught us that you can’t change nature because it’s the way it is for a reason.
      In the story  “Gluskabi and the Game Animals”, we learn that if you try to be lazy and get out of working, it’s probably not a good idea. Gluskabi is feeling upset because the animals all run and hide from him when he is trying to hunt, so he gets a big idea. He gets Grandmother Woodchuck to make him a big game bag, and then he tricks all the animals into going into the bag. He’s really happy that he won’t have to try to find the animals to hunt anymore, but Grandmother Woodchuck tells him that this is a bad thing, because if he has all the animals in the bag there won’t be any for the future. Also, hunting makes him stronger and smarter, so it is a good thing to have to do. This story taught us that if you try to do things the easy way, it won’t work out very well.
     In the story “Gluskabi and the River Monster”, we learn that you can’t be greedy and keep important things like water all to yourself because they belong to everybody. There is a big monster who has blocked the river, so the village can’t get water . People and animals are getting sick and dying, so they send Gluskabi to get the river to flow again. Gluskabi gets to be the good guy this time because he goes up and turns the monster into a frog and the water starts to flow again. That’s what the monster got for being greedy and trying to keep all the water for himself! This story taught us not to be greedy about nature because it belongs to everyone.
     All of these stories teach us that you can’t change nature, use up all our resources or keep them for yourself. We learn that we need to take care of the environment because it belongs to everyone.





Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Understanding of Cause & Effect (Actions and Consequences)


	Class brainstorming; sorting games; work in small groups with appropriate short texts.

	Note-taking to support recounting.







	Complete chart for one of 3 stories  together as class. 

Work in small groups to complete other 2 stories.

Presentation and full class discussion of group work.



	Knowledge of story structure.






Writing a narrative summary.
	Read stories together and identify narrative elements : character, setting, motivation, problem, solution.

Model using narrative summary graphic organizer with one of the 3 stories.

Brainstorm/model written summary for that story. 


	Vocabulary



	Class chart.
Personal dictionary/glossary.

	Background knowledge



	Informational texts to provide necessary knowledge of Abenaki culture.

Opportunity to listen to Abenaki 
storyteller. 

Oral processing.

	Writing will assessed by: 

Formative: Narrative Summary checklist – Did student incorporate all narrative elements in the summary?


	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

Students will complete chart independently as they identify the narrative elements of literary texts.

Students will use chart of narrative elements independently as they write a narrative summary of selected literary texts.











3. Summary Checklist: Does the writer:
1. Include the author and title of the text?    Y /  N
2. Identify the author’s thesis / focus / controlling idea?  Y /  N
3. Include the most relevant details to support thesis / focus / controlling idea?   Y /  N
           	Narratives: Include the narrative elements
		Informational Summaries: Include main examples or arguments from the text
4. Include transitions that make the thinking easy to follow?  Y /  N
5. Use his or her own words? No quotes are used – everything should be paraphrased / summarized.  Y /  N
6. Avoid putting his or her own ideas into the summary? Y /  N
7. Include a concluding sentence? It may conclude with a “so what?” statement.   Y /  N
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Summary Assessment


	Beginning                                                                                   Mastery
 
      1                             2                                 3                                   4

standard not yet achieved                                met the standard     




Strengths:

 

What you need to work on:
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