Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name: Jennifer Ellis                                                                              Grade: 2
Time:  1st 6 weeks of school
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Monarch Butterflies/ Science/ 
Helping Monarch Butterflies
Central Ideas
Content Standard:  
Make observations (firsthand or from media) to construct an evidence-based account for natural phenomena. (2-PS1-3) 
CC Reading Standard:
 
R
L
.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
CC Writing Standard:
 
W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section
.
 
)







Primary Assignment Planner                           Grade:2

Title of Text:  Helping Monarch Butterflies                                               

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?

Meaning: Understanding the purpose of the article, which is to save monarch butterflies by saving the food source for monarch caterpillars.  Understanding the need for preservation of habitats and how human growth and expansion has interfered with the habitats of monarchs.

Structure: This is an article, not a book.  It’s the kind of writing you might find on Time for kids or Wonderopolis.  It is meant to inform.  There are some long paragraphs.

Language: There is a lot of rich vocabulary to dig into in various ways.  Also there are some words that are used in more than one way such as “conservation and conservationist,” and “habitat and inhabitant.”

Knowledge: We will have studied the life cycle of the monarch butterfly and raised monarch butterflies in our classroom.  This article is a follow up to that study.  It takes the class to the next level of understanding that there are things that can disrupt the cycle of the monarch butterfly.


               

Primary Assignment Planner                           Grade:2
Title of Texts: “Helping the Monarch Butterfly” Article Nova Kids
“Journey of the Monarch Butterfly” Movie
Becoming Butterflies By Anne Rockwell (fiction)
Monarch Butterfly BY Gail Gibbons (Non-fiction)
Writing Type: Informative/Explanatory
 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
)         What do monarch butterflies depend on to complete their life cycle and what are some of the dangers they face?
 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
)[image: ] Monarch butterflies depend on the environment to complete their life cycles but they encounter many dangers along the way.  
	EVIDENCE [image: ]
	
PAGE

	Environmental Need
	Challenge to Survival
	

	
Monarch caterpillars need milkweed to survive and grow.

	Many milkweed environments are being destroyed for human development. 

	Article
Page 1

	Monarch butterflies need fairly good weather to migrate.
	Hurricanes, tornadoes and other extreme weather patterns can kill traveling butterflies who are tired and unfamiliar with their surroundings.
	Movie

	Monarch caterpillars need habitats to grow in, then butterflies need flowers and nectar to survive.  
	They need habitats along their migration route.  Once they get to Mexico, they need sanctuaries to overwinter.

	Article, page 2 and movie







Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 
Discussion: Class discussions on the article, movie and texts.  Smaller group discussions comparing the information from particularly the movie and article which both discuss the dangers the monarch faces in losing habitats and severe weather patterns.
Drama/Pantomime: In small the groups, the kids will write short skits acting out the obstacles a butterfly or caterpillar faces trying to migrate or find food.
Drawing: Students will draw pictures of landscapes that promote safe environments for migrating butterflies and growing caterpillars.
Sorting/Sequencing: Students will sort picture cards provided by the teacher to show the dangers at each stage of the life cycle.
Activity: We will raising monarch butterflies in our classroom.



[image: ]
 (
Test Drive
: 
Dangers Along the Way
)Monarch butterflies depend on the environment to complete their life cycles and they encounter many dangers along the way. Monarch caterpillars need milkweed to survive and grow. Many milkweed environments are being destroyed for human development. Monarch butterflies need fairly good weather to migrate.  Hurricanes, tornadoes and other extreme weather patterns can kill traveling butterflies who are tired and unfamiliar with their surroundings.  Monarch caterpillars need habitats to grow in, then butterflies need flowers and nectar to survive.  Then they need habitats along their migration route.  Once they get to Mexico, they need sanctuaries to overwinter. Monarch butterflies depend on milkweed to eat, good weather and safe habitats to complete their life cycles.  All of these needs are in danger of not being met when the environment changes or unexpected things happen like hurricanes.  When their needs are not met, monarchs die before their life cycle is complete.


Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	

Students may be unfamiliar with the format of an article.  
	Teach that articles are meant to inform.  Explain that we will be looking at a lot of articles this year with Time for Kids.  Articles are up to date and informative.

	
The article has some words that are challenging.


	Spend time exploring the words and thinking about their meaning from the context.  Some direct instruction on the words will be necessary.

	
This focus question is really in 2 parts.  Kids will need help answering both parts and not stopping at one.

	Do some sorting exercises with kids to show the needs and dangers.  They are connected, but they can be listed separately.
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