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Writing  for Understanding 
Assignment Planner
Grade:2                                         Duration: 2 weeks

Title of Text: First Snow in the Woods



CC Writing Type: Informative /Explanatory      Teacher:Kendall
Content Standard:Hypothesis/Research Statement: Students develop a hypothesis, thesis, or research statement by using prior knowledge to share ideas about possible answers to questions.
CC Reading Standards:

Rl.2.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to grade 2 topic or subject area.

Rl.2.6-Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.

CC Writing Standards:

W.2.2-Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

W.2.8-Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
 Focusing Question: How do animals survive Vermont’s winter?

Focus Statement: Animals prepare for winter in many ways.
	EVIDENCE 

	Animals store food for the winter.



	Some animals hibernate in the winter.

	Some animals camouflage in their surroundings.

	Some animals migrate for the winter.



	Animals make or find shelter.


	Animals grow thick coats in the winter.

	


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group (graphic organizer), small groups (collages) and  individual student (select and order evidence for individual piece with hand print for hand paragraph)

2. Evidence will be recorded on    graphic organizer (brain storm), smart board (to model individual hand prints) and individual hand print copies, small group collages (organized by various pieces of evidence; animals migrating, animals in camouflage, animals in shelters, furry coats, gathering or eating food, animals that hibernate), and copies of photos from book.

3. Evidence will be recorded in photos and pictures, video(s), words/phrases

Oral Processing:
Understanding of evidence will be built through
Discussion: Brainstorming different ways in which animals prepare for winter and recording ideas on a graphic organizer (whole group)

Sorting/Sequencing: Demo on smart board putting intro., 3 pieces of evidence and conclusion in the fingers of a hand paragraph (whole group)

Activity: Working in small groups to create collages sorted by what animals do to prepare for winter (one piece of evidence per group), then small groups present their collages to the whole group.

Other: Video(s) from VINS about animals over-wintering: Talk with a partner about what you learned from the video.
 Test Drive:
Animals in Winter



(hand paragraph)


Animals in Vermont get ready for winter in many ways. Winter is long, cold and snowy. Some birds leave Vermont for the winter and migrate south. Migrating is when they leave to find warmer weather and then come back in the spring. Also, certain animals hibernate. They sleep for months in a den, hole or in the mud. In addition, other animals find a shelter to help them stay warm. Some even make their own shelter by digging in the ground or in trees. There are lots of animals in the forest. They have different ways to prepare for winter to help them survive.
Notes/Observations

	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Selecting evidence to use 


	Sharing of collages

Modeling of hand paragraph template

Posting photo copies from book in classroom

	Transition words (“linking words”)


	Highlighting transition words on a model and listing other possibilities in the margin

	Elaboration:
 Two sentences for one piece of evidence
	Use models of other hand paragraphs that have multiple sentences per piece of evidence.


Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?

Meaning: 
Heartsong (instinct)



“Ready? Ready for what?” (winter is coming-first snow,*refer to title)



“Each night stole more light from the day” (days getting shorter)

Structure:
 poetic verse: (“fog tiptoed”, “green song”)



pulling facts for evidence from the structure of the story: mark pages that demonstrate the different ways animals prepare for winter with a stickies on the second read and then copy these pages to use for public notes.

Knowledge:
change of seasons signals animals to find their heartsong
Language:
frantic


harsh


ruffled



familiar

bleat



distant


nudge

