Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Teacher:   Mary Dupont                                                      Grade: 2
Time:  1 week                                                   Informative/Explanatory                                                                  
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
America is Diverse/Social Studies/
   
America is
..  
b
y Louise Borden
Central Ideas
Content Standard: 
 U.S. Regional Studies
CC Reading Standard:  
R1.2.6: Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
CC Writing Standard: 
 W.2.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section
)

Assignment Planner                           Grade: 2

Title of Text(s):  America is..by Louise Borden                                              

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?

Meaning: “10 gallon hats”  “Swamps and bayous of the deep south”
“From the Hudson to the Ohio to the Mississippi to the Columbia”
 “The proud tribes”      “The prairie”

Structure: Mark each page with icon representing a person, place, or object that that represents or symbolizes something about America.

Language: continent, horizons, vast, skyscrapers, diversity

Knowledge: Famous Americans (who was Martin Luther King, Betsy Ross, etc)?
Native Americans, American symbols (Flag/stars and stripes represent 13 original colonies, stars represent 50 states), What are the 13 original colonies?


Assignment Planner                         Grade(s): 2
Title of Text(s):  America Is..         Writing Genre: Informational/Explanatory
 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 What makes America diverse?
) (
FOCUS STATEMENT : Many things make America diverse.
m
)[image: ] 
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	EVIDENCE [image: ]

	
People                                              Places                                               Objects

	
Farmers                                                      50 states                                                         Our flag

	
Workers                                                      Prairies                                                          Pledge

	
Native Americans                                       Mountains                                                  National Anthem

	
Immigrants                                                 Cities                                                           Skyscrapers

	
Cowboys                                                   Bayous/Swamps

	                                                        Lakes, Rivers, 
                                                                  Deserts, 
                                                                                             



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group*     individual student *notepad templates in shapes of people, USA map (places), and flag (objects). Small groups will collect evidence for one category and place on sorting map.
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   other:______________
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through...

Discussion: Book will be read several times and students will share their research findings in small groups and with whole class.
Sorting/Sequencing: Sort note cards into various categories onto class chart

 (
Test Drive
: 
What Makes America Diverse?
)[image: ] 
	There are many things that make America diverse. The people in America are diverse because there are many different kinds of people in America. There are farmers who work to grow our crops. There are factory workers, school teachers and artists and bankers. We even have cowboys in America! America has 50 states. Many have big cities with tall skyscrapers. Some have small towns with country roads. America also has many landforms including hot and dry deserts in the west, swamps and bayous in the south and tall snow capped mountains. The diverse people and places in America help to make it a very special place.



Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Inferring

Understanding “diversity” 

	
Explicitly teach inferring

Discuss meaning of word in context
of this book

	
Organization/Gathering
Material

	Use notes to differentiate and sort information/ record on graphic organizer

	

   Transition words

	
Refer to class anchor chart or add new transition words to existing chart

	
Structure



	Review Painted Essay/ Look at C.Core grade level samples

Write essay in “chunks”




Writing will be assessed by:  Looking for criteria outlines in CC standard W.2.2 (topic sentence, elaboration, concluding statement)

Plans for gradual release of responsibility:

*Next time, small groups will record evidence independently on graphic  organizer and present findings to whole group

*Next time students will be asked to use “transition” chart independently

*Next time students will write essay at own pace (they will not be asked to write in “chunks”)

*Next time after reviewing work samples, students will fill out rubrics assessing their own pieces
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