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	Topic /  Subject / Text 

Power / English  / “The Use of Force” by William Carlos Williams

	
CENTRAL IDEAS


Content: There are different types of power wielded by characters. By playing close attention to characterization, we can analyze the power dynamics that drive a story’s plot. 

Reading CC Standards: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme (Reading Lit 3).
Writing CC Standards: Introduce precise claims (Writing 1) and draw evidence from literary text to support analysis, reflection, and research (Writing 9). 


	           Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	Which character wields more power in the story?  When different kinds of power are utilized, what gives one character an edge over the other?


	 Power is complex and nuanced. In “The Use of Force”  by William Carlos Williams, the doctor draws on authority and force, while the girl uses manipulation, force, and resistance. 


	              Building Content Knowledge, Understanding of Writer’s Craft 



	  • vocabulary

  • guided reading

  • text mapping

  • paraphrasing

  • summarizing

  • visualizing/

  • imaging

  • dramatizing

  • oral processing / guided

  conversation / think-pair-

   share

  • experience

  • debating / Socratic seminar

  • taking notes (graphic

  organizers, T-charts, 2 column

   notes, etc.)

  • craft lessons (intro, transitions, conclusions, etc)
	• Warm-up activity ranking people and corporations with power (vocab)

• Frayer model – power (vocab)

• Analysis of Hannah Arendt’s quote (vocab)

• Short partner discussions and oral processing throughout (first read, second read, model, outline, intro)

• Narrative summary of “The Use of Force”

• Seminar around: Who is a more powerful character in the story—the doctor or the girl?

• Notes: Power notes (frayer model, Hannah Arnendt notes, seminar notes). 




	




       Structures



                How will students know how to organize their ideas 




               and construct the piece of writing?


	 • graphic organizers

• teacher-written models 

 • teacher-and-student

   written models 

 • various types of templates

  or frames 

(ex: Painted Essay)
	• Seminar notes sheet
• Teacher-written model

• Outline




	             Writing  / Revising

                     How will students draft / revise so that their final writing is clearly focused, 

                     organized, and developed to show understanding of the central ideas?


	•  group write, fully or in

     part

 • write section at a time

 • write full piece

   independently

 • revise /share full group

 • revise /share partners

 • proofreading in partners

 • proofread w/tubaloos

	• Write introduction and discuss

• Write the remaining paper independently

• Self-editing checklist and revision

• teacher conferencing

• share in groups


	   Lesson Sequence

What steps will I follow so that students are able to  effectively 

show their understanding in writing?

	• Begin the unit with handout #1 (a list of powerful cooperations and people). Ask students to rank their power and identify what gives them power in pairs. Discuss results and opinions as a whole class.

• Define power using a Frayer model notes sheet.

• Ask students to break down Hannah Arendt’s quotation into parts and paraphrase it using their notes sheets: “Power and violence are opposites; where the one rules absolutely, the other is absent. Violence appears where power is in jeopardy, but left to its own course it ends in power's disappearance.” After clarifying her message, ask students to discuss whether they agree with her analysis or disagree. Discuss as a class and take public notes. 

• Read “The Use of Force” aloud and ask students to follow along, taking notes on characterization. Discuss.

•Ask students to practice a five-minute summary that gets at the essentials of the story. Share in groups and revise. Discuss as a class.

• Identify and discuss characterization of Mathilda and the doctor throughout the story first in small groups, then as a class. 

• As a class, discuss: Was the doctor’s use of force justified?
• Ask students to reread the text, this time silently.  Give students a seminar notes sheet with the question: Who is a more powerful character in the story—the doctor or the girl? Students note possible evidence on either side as the reread the story. Then they need to formulate a response to the question and write out two pieces of evidence with explanations on their seminar notes sheets. 

• Hold the seminar and ask students to build on each other’s ideas. Students should take notes in addition to participating in the discussion.

• After the discussion, students have an opportunity to reflect on a revised response to the question. This will serve as their thesis statement.

• Read the model “TV Rules” and ask students to color it in painted essay fashion. Pay particular attention to the thesis, main ideas, and use of textual evidence. 

• Give students some time to discuss the thesis statements they want to use and the main ideas that will support them. Then ask them to create an outline (or use one that has been given) as their essay plan. Check over these before the writing begins. 

• Ask students to use their definitions of power and their narrative summaries to help them begin work on their introductions. Give them time to write the introductions in class, share, and discuss improvements. 

• Students may write the rest of the paper independently. 

• Provide students with a self-editing check sheet and ask them to reread their essays to themselves in class. Allow them time to make revisions.

• Collect second drafts and then conference with individual students.

• Ask students to submit final drafts after they are read in small groups to celebrate the completion of the first essay of the year. 


	Assessment: How are students doing? What are my next steps as a teacher?

	 Opportunities for formative assessment: 

-During the seminar 

-when they turn in their outlines

- Second draft conferences (with notes on the writing rubric)

Summative;

-Student self-assessment of strengths and areas for improvement

-The final draft (with notes and a final grade on the writing rubric)


	                Next Steps: Gradual Release of Responsibility

	Next, students can read “Lather and Nothing Else” and write a structurally similar essay as an in-class, independent assessment. 
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