
Writing for Understanding and Common Core

 Teacher Plan 

Teacher: Diana Leddy                 Grade: Kindergarten/First Grade               Time 2-3 sessions
	Topic /  Subject / Text 

Weather/Poetry         Science/Language Arts       “The Wind” by James Reeves
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CENTRAL IDEAS

Content: 

SPK-K:48   Students demonstrate their understanding of Processes and Change over Time within Earth Systems by…

Observing and describing weather daily throughout a school year.

Reading CC Standards: 

 RL K.1With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
Writing CC Standards: 

W (K,1).2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing

about and supply some information about the topic.
Other CC Standards:

SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud … by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.
L (K,1).5  With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

a) Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.

b) Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

c) Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at school that are colorful).

d) Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.
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           Focusing Question


	Focus (answer to focusing question)

	Discussion:

What would be a good title for this poem?

Writing:

According to the author, what is the wind like?

	(sample) The Strong and Gentle Wind
The wind is both strong and gentle.


	              Building Content Knowledge, Understanding of Writer’s Craft 
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	  • vocabulary

  • guided reading

  • text mapping

  • paraphrasing

  • summarizing

  • visualizing/

  • imaging

  • dramatizing

  • oral processing / guided

  conversation / think-pair-

   share

  • experience

  • debating / Socratic seminar

  • taking notes (graphic

  organizers, T-charts, 2 column

   notes, etc.)

  • craft lessons (intro, transitions, conclusions, etc)
	Introduce the poem as a riddle (What is the title of the poem? What is this poem about?) to encourage repeated rereading, questioning, paraphrasing and vocabulary development.
Dramatize the movement of the wind in each line as strong or gentle using arm or hand motions.

Develop vocabulary (rave, riot) through concrete examples and context.
Classify the actions of the wind described in the poem into the categories of strong and gentle.
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       Structures



                How will students know how to organize their ideas 




               and construct the piece of writing?


	 • graphic organizers

• teacher-written models 

 • teacher-and-student

   written models 

 • various types of templates

  or frames 

(ex: Painted Essay)

	3 Dimensional Notes:

Objects that represent each line of the poem (i.e. cotton balls for storm clouds) are sorted onto two mats (yellow for strong and blue for gentle).

Painted Essay Structure (not identified or explained, but experienced).
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             Writing  / Revising

                     How will students draft / revise so that their final writing is clearly focused, 

                     organized, and developed to show understanding of the central ideas?


	•  group write, fully or in

     part

 • write section at a time

 • write full piece

   independently

 • revise /share full group

 • revise /share partners

 • proofreading in partners

 • proofread w/tubaloos

	Color coded writing template provides:

· a simple teacher-written introduction 
· a yellow page for evidence from the poem that shows the wind is strong 
· a blue page for evidence proving the wind is gentle
The template is color coded to match the “notes”. Page format prompts student to use both words and pictures.
Piece can be written one page at a time if needed.


	   Lesson Sequence

What steps will I follow so that students are able to  effectively 

show their understanding in writing?

	  Day 1: Meeting the Text

1. Read the poem aloud as a riddle, omitting the title. Invite the students to guess what the subject of the poem might be .

2. Guide the students through a second “slow” reading, evaluating the list of student guesses against specific lines in the text.

3. Have the class orally summarize the poem by paraphrasing key details.

Day 2: Analysis and Three Dimensional Notes

1. Students use objects to represent each key detail in the text .

2. Students group the objects to explore the relationship between key details in the text. These become a set of 3-dimensional notes for writing.
Day 3 : Writing to Synthesize Understanding 

1. Students reflect on their notes and orally rehearse for writing. 
2. Students use evidence from the text to prove the wind is sometimes strong. They use words and pictures to express their thinking.
3. Students use evidence from the text to prove the wind can be gentle. They use words and pictures to express their thinking. 



	Assessment: How are students doing? What are my next steps as a teacher?

	 Formative assessment will happen during discussions, movement activities and sorting.
Summative assessment will be done using the child’s finished writing piece (and accompanying oral explanation if needed). 


	                Next Steps: Gradual Release of Responsibility

	· Move to picture evidence or key words as students are ready.
· Remove color cues on  templates. 
· Change template to adjust the ratio of words to pictures as children grow more comfortable with written language.
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