Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner Primary
Title of Text(s): 
The Curious Gardener by Peter Brown 
Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens                            
Writing Type: Informative/Explanatory
Grade: 1st 
                                         Teacher Name:  MacDonald                                         Time:  3 weeks

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
Meaning: 
“the plants patiently waited while Liam found better ways of gardening”, “heavy blankets of snow”, “the plants soon awoke from their winter sleep” “the garden always wanted to explore the rest of the city”, “garden curious about old, forgotten things”, “plants popped up where they didn’t belong…..mysteriously popped up all at once”, “the most surprising thing that popped up were the new gardeners”

Structure:
longer sentences for The Curious Garden, Tops & Bottoms has a vertical layout that is a fun change 

Language:
 dreary, gardener, pruning, weeds, moss, delicate plants

crops, harvest, radishes, beets,

Knowledge: 
some vegetables grow in the ground, some grow above ground and some grow on stalks.
Focusing Question:  How do gardeners grow healthy plants?
Focusing Statement: Gardeners can do a lot of different things to help their plants grow healthy and strong.
	EVIDENCE 

	The Curious Garden

giving them the right amount of water

	visit or check on the plants

	pruning parts that are not healthy

	planning and having the right tools

	sunlight

	weeding plants that do not belong

	having other gardeners to help

	Tops and Bottoms

	The Hare family worked hard to plant, water and weed the crops

	When it was time for harvest, the Hare family worked together to gather up the vegetables


Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student

2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizers    whiteboard     sorting mats   other: Smartboard Chart
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  

other:______________________________________
4. Writing Support:

· Introduction will be established and provided to all students.
· Evidence will be gathered on public and individual notes during observations, read-alouds and other class activities.  Writing of the evidence will take place over multiple days to ensure that all students are supported and confident in their focus for that day.

· Conclusion: Sudents will have an opportunity to build their own conclusion.  We will brainstorm a list of potential conclusions to ensure everyone has a way to wrap up their paragraph.
Oral Processing (embedded throughout the lesson)
Understanding of evidence will be built through... 
Students will gain a thorough understanding of evidence through class discussions about the books, small group and independent work with various plants in the classroom and completions of organization charts.

Drama/Pantomime:  Act out a gardener with  plants showing  how what the gardener does impacts the plant (too much/not enough water, sunlight, pruning ect.).

Drawing: labeled diagram of plants observations, similar to this. 
	Plant with water
	Plant without enough water

	Plant with sunlight 
	Plant without sunlight


Discussion:  Discussions about the books and building of the SB chart.  Small group discussions while tending plants.
Sorting/Sequencing: Sort pictures that show things plants need vs. some that they don’t need. “Toad’s Garden” Could help provide some extra examples for this.
Activity:  Students will have previously planted seeds in small groups and will care for their seedlings (thinking of sunflowers for this).  Student groups will grow multiple plants to see what happens when they are not cared for correctly.  Explore the playground to analyze the health of some plants and trees and talk about what might have caused this outcome. 
Test Drive:

It is hard work to be a gardener!  Gardeners must do lots of things to make sure that their plants grow and are healthy. Gardeners need to make sure that their plants get the right amount of water to be healthy.  Also, gardeners need to use the right tools to prune away the dead or broken parts of the plant.  Finally, gardeners need to make sure that they harvest their crop when the vegetables are ready to eat.  If you wait too long then they won’t be good to eat. For both flower gardens and vegetable gardens, it is important to plan and work hard to make sure that the plants grow healthy and strong.  Gardening is a lot of hard work but it is exciting to watch the plants grow!    
Notes/Observations

	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	It can be tricky to think about the right amount of water, appropriate pruning, and why some plants need lots and some plants like a little sunlight.
	Have a class discussion that gardeners, like scientists, have to research, plan and experiment in order to learn?  Students will get an opportunity to test out what happens with some plants of their own.

	“tough little weeds” vs. “delicate plants”

	Start with an activity to learn what tough and delicate means and then show some examples either live plants or photos of familiar plants that would classify as both

	flower gardens vs. vegetable garden

	Venn diagram based off of the two books

	a good takeaway would be that gardeners learn and change the way they do things next time

	a good discussion to have after The Curious Gardener – thinking about Liam

	Writing will assessed by



	Plans for gradual release of responsibility




Topic/Subject/Text


Healthy Plants


_____________________________________________________________





Central Ideas





Content Standard:  


1.4 Understand Plant Needs: Nutrients, Air, Water, Light & a Place to Grow. The student will investigate and understand that plants need nutrients, air, water, light, and a place to grow.








CC Reading Standard:


RL.1.1 Ask and Answer Questions About What is Read


The student will ask and answer who, what, when, where, why, and how questions about what is read.





CC Writing Standard:


W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts that introduce topic, etc.


Write informative/explanatory texts that introduce a topic, state an opinion or some facts, and provide a concluding sentence. 











