Writing for Understanding

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Primary

Title of Text:      The First Thanksgiving by Linda Hayward                                           Writing Genre: Informative/Explanatory				 Grade: 1
Teacher:McGuire
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
The First Thanksgiving
__
by Linda Hayward
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
SS:HI:2:3.1: Identify individuals and/or groups who have profoundly affected life in the United States, e.g., Abraham Lincoln, or Pilgrims.
SS:HI:2:1.1: Identify national and New Hampshire  celebrations, monuments, symbols and documents,  e.g., flags, Fourth of July, Lincoln Memorial, Constitution. 
CC Reading Standard:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.1.1
 
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CC Writing Standard:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.2
 
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.8
 
With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
)
Name:                                                                               Grade:
e-mail address:                                                                 School:                                                                              Time:                                                                                  


 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
) What challenges did the Pilgrims encounter when they moved to the new world?
 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
)[image: ] The Pilgrims encountered many challenges when they moved to the new world.
	EVIDENCE [image: ]
	
PAGE

	
No toilet or water on the boat/ ate the same food every day
	12/13

	
A lot to do/ build houses fast/ takes a long time
	22

	
Little food
	23

	Nervous about the Indians attacking them

	24

	Very cold/freezing rain

	26

	
Everyone gets sick/ people die/ the rest are weak
	28/29

	

	



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... 

Discussion: One challenge the pilgrims encountered was…. (have each child state  one sentence from our evidence.
Drama/Pantomime: Students act out one of the challenges that the Pilgrims encountered.
Sorting/Sequencing: Sequencing the events from the book using pictures and phrases.
 (
Test Drive
: 
Pilgrims and their 
Challanges
)[image: ] 
	The Pilgrims encountered many challenges when they moved to the new world. On the journey there was no running water or toilets on the boat.  There was a lot to do when they got there.  Many Pilgrims got sick and died.It is amazing that the Pilgrims were successful even with all of the challenges they came across.

Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	

Sentence structure


	Ensure that students are using complete sentences by doing an activity where students express one piece of evidence in a complete sentence.  
On the journey ______  

	
5 finger paragraph


	Go over five finger paragraph: intro, 3 pieces of evidence and conclusion. Model on the Smartboard (use different topic)

	Intro/conclusions



	Write intro and conclusion together model rewording focus 

	Writing will be assessed by: taking anecdotal notes focusing on- 3 pieces of evidence, introduction, conclusion, and complete sentences.  



	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

Come up with ideas for introduction and let the students choose which introduction they would like to use.  Also allow students to come up with their own conclusions later in the year to wrap up their piece.  As the year progresses I will also expect my students to use transition words in their writing.












Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
Many concepts and key details throughout the text.
A lot of time covered in the short story.
) (
Relating with a group of people that lived a long time ago (ex. not having running water, building their own houses, hunting and gathering for food)
) (
Help them relate by asking them how they have dealt with a big change before.
) (
Discussion about how the book is a non-fiction text.  What does it mean to be a nonfiction text?  
Discuss the sequence of the text and how it goes in order based on time passing.
) (
aboard, ordinary, famous, voyage, Pilgrims, crowded, thrilling, strange, frightened, harbor, survive, settlement, miserable, weak, Treaty, feast 
) (
Meaning
) (
Language
) (
Knowledge
) (
Structure
)
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