Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner

Name:  Jean Illingworth                                                                        Grade: 1
Time: Two-Four days  
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Magnets 
Magnets: Pulling Together, Pushing Apart
 by Natlie M. Rosinskky    
Investigate Magnets
 by Charlotte Guillain
________________________________________________________
Central Ideas
Content Standard: S1-2:25 
Students demonstrate their understanding of magnetism by . . . Investigating, observing and describing how magnets can make some things move without touching (e.g., determin
in
g the distance needed for a magnet to attract an object)
 them.
CC Reading Standard:
RI.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
CC Writing Standard: 
W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
)







Primary Assignment Planner                                               Grade(s): 1st

Title of Text(s): Magnets: Pulling Together, Pushing Apart by Natlie M. Rosinskky    Investigate Magnets by Charlotte Guillain

Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
Language
) (
Knowledge
) (
Structure
) (
Meaning
) (
-background knowledge on force 
-Non-fiction
called magnetism
-written in short, couple 
page chapters
-layers of knowledge
science knowledge vs. personal 
connections
-each “chapter” contains a 
subtopic of magnets
covering
magnet
magnetite
dangle
materials
metal
force
objects
north pole
magnetic 
alike
south pole
field
power
steel
nickel
cushion of air
poles
needle
attract
direction
repel
push
iron
pull
compass
mag
Earth
mag
)
Primary Assignment Planner                          Grade(s): 1st
Title of Text(s): Magnets: Pulling Together, Pushing Apart by Natalie M. Rosinsky, Investigate Magnets by Charlotte Guillain                                                Writing Genre: Informative/Explanatory
 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
 A magnet can move an object in two ways
.
) (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 
How does a magnet move an object?
) (
?
) 
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Magnets: Pulling Together, Pushing Apart
	

	Magnets can only pull on things that are close enough.
Magnets can pull on an object through a thin covering like paper.
	6 + 7

	Some metal objects touched by magnets become magnets.
A magnet’s power is strongest at its two ends or poles.
	8 + 9

	The poles of a magnet can push as well as pull. Poles that are alike repel each other. Opposite poles attract each other.

	12 + 13

	Investigate Magnets

	

	Magnets can pull each other together. Magnets can push each other away. Magnets can push or pull other objects.
Magnets do not attract all objects.
	4 + 6

	Magnets only attract objects made of certain metals.
A magnet cannot pull objects that are too far away.
A magnet can attract objects through other materials if it is not too thick.
	9 + 16


18 + 19



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart  or Smartboard
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases, drawings and objects 

 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

Discussion: vocabulary building, investigation outcomes, text questions
Drama/Pantomime: act out being a magnet, arms are poles, play a game
Drawing: pictures of investigative outcomes in an individual booklet 
Sorting/Sequencing: sorting objects that attract/repel magnets
Activity: “playing” with magnets, paper clip activity, car activity
Other: notes can be taken using real objects

 (
Test Drive
: Magnets Move Objects
)[image: ] 
	 A magnet can only move an object made of certain metals and the object has to be close to the magnet. A magnet can move an object in two ways. One way a magnet can move an object is to pull or attract an object using its opposite poles. Another way that a magnet can move an object is to repel or push away its like poles. Magnets are so powerful that they can even move an object without touching it!






Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
 Discovery time



	Students will need to have time to experiment with magnets of all shapes and sizes and discover some properties of magnets independently

	

vocabulary

	Students will need to have some vocabulary pre-taught. Other vocabulary will be used as students discover new ideas. For example, magnets “stick together”. “Oh, you mean they attract.”

	
Guided experiments


	Students may need guided experiments to find out some of the properties of magnets to add to the chart.

	

Elaboration of Sentences


	Some students will need help working on putting their thoughts into words and words into sentences.

	
Hand paragraph



	Students will need instruction on the hand paragraph before writing.
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