Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner Primary
Title of Text: The Garden                          Writing Genre: Informative
Grade: 1

                            
Teacher Name: Tracy Gardner

Focusing Question: What did Toad do to try to make his garden grow?
Focusing Statement: Toad tried many things to get his garden to grow.
	EVIDENCE 
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	--He shouted at the garden.
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	--He left it alone.
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	--He set out candles.

	181

	--He read it a story.
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	--He sang songs to it.
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	--He read a poem to it.

	184


	--He played music for his garden.
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Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle/Highlight (or write in) all that apply.
1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student

2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   other:______________

3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  

other:_I was thinking of writing on the whiteboard and also using objects too._____________________________
Oral Processing (embedded throughout the lesson)
Understanding of evidence will be built through... 
Discussion: There will be lots of discussion about growing seeds throughout this 

unit called “Away We Grow!”
Drama/Pantomime:  We could act it out!
Drawing:  If the students needed more structure, they could also draw the evidence 

before writing.
Activity:  The students could plant real seeds.
Test Drive:

Toad tried many things to make his garden grow. He set out candles so the seeds wouldn’t be afraid of the dark.  Toad read a poem to the garden.  He also played music for his garden. Even though Toad tried many things to make his garden grow, they are not really what made it grow in the end.
Notes/Observations

	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	Students might think that Toad really made his seeds grow by reading, singing, etc. to them.

	--clear explanation of what seeds REALLY need to grow
--have the students plant their own seeds

	
	

	Writing will assessed by

rubric


	Plans for gradual release of responsibility

--less whole- group repetition of evidence
--more note-taking by students



Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
Meaning:--overall meaning (Did the seeds REALLY grow because toad sang to them?)
Structure:--non-repetitive, not predictable
Language:--“poor seeds” and “seeds afraid to grow” (What does that mean?)
Knowledge:--experience with planting a garden?
Topic/Subject/Text





”Toad’s Garden”


 


Central Ideas





Next Generation Science Standard:


 


LS1.A Plants have different parts (roots, stems, leaves, flowers, fruits) that help them survive and grow.





CC Reading Standard:





RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.





CC Writing Standard:


W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.




















