Writing for Understanding
Writing Task Conceptual Planner Primary

Title of Text(s):  Horton Hears a Who         
Writing Genre: Informative/Explanatory
Grade: Beginning 1st	                Teacher Name: Zander MacDonald 
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
Horton Hears a Who
_____________________________________________________________
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
Benchmark 10.a Essential Focus on Fair Play, Good Citizenship, Helping and Respecting Others
CC Reading Standard:
Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story using key details.
CC Writing Standard:
W.1.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic and provide some sense of closure.
)

Observations on Text Complexity:
 Where will students need support?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meaning:  “A person’s a person, no matter how small.” visualizing two very different worlds happening simultaneously

Structure: flowing sentence structure, made up rhyming words, length of book 

Language: -humpf! Humpfed a voice. ‘Twas a sour kangaroo.   -but the kangaroos ear’s aren’t quite as strong as mine.   -shaking with fear         -quite likely   -out of his head        -Quit your yapping!      -tattered his toenails and battered his bones     -Your silly nonsensical game is all through!      -Called up through the howling and hullabaloo!    -Grabbed the young twerp

Knowledge:  How your actions impact others.
Why it’s important to be caring











Focusing Question:  What is Horton like?

Focusing Statement:  Horton is caring in many ways.
	EVIDENCE 

	Uses polite words and thinks about others


	protects the Whos from water


	followed the eagle even when he was tired and sore



	looked for the clover until he found it


	fought back when put in the cage to protect the Who’s


	convinced the kangaroos that the Who’s were there


	




Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart with illustrations     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   other:______________
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  
other:______________________________________
 

Oral Processing (embedded throughout the lesson)

Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)
Discussion:  Whole group and small group
Drama/Pantomime:  pantomime and describe how each of the                              characters in certain points

Test Drive:
	Horton shows he is caring in many ways. Horton was caring when he protected the Whos from the water with his trunk.  He also was caring when he followed the eagle through the night even when he was tired and sore. Horton was caring when he kept looking for the clover with the Whos on it until he found it.  It’s lucky Horton cared for the Whos because if he didn’t they might have died. 




Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
support converting notes to sentences

	
sentences stems and oral dialogue

	
connecting to caring moments and feeling empathetic


	
pantomime and acting out situations from the three sides

	
Using connecting words in their writing


	
appropriate lesson to address this need

	
Be able to answer: ”What could have happened to the Whos if Horton hadn’t cared for them?”



	
Direct lesson and separate public note to build a list of potential responses.  Will be used as the final sentence.

	Writing will assessed by

summative assessment and student teacher conferences	


	Plans for gradual release of responsibility:  removal of sentence stems










