Writing for Understanding

Writing Task Conceptual Planner Primary

Title of Text(s):  Life Cycles- Butterflies      By: Melanie Mitchell
			Monarch Butterfly		   By: Gail Gibbons
Writing Genre: Informative/Explanatory		 Grade: First Grade
Teacher: Neuman
 (
Topic/Subject/Text
_______________
Butterfly Life Cycle
_________________
Central Ideas
Content Standard:
S1-2:31 Students demonstrate their understanding of life cycles and reproduction by drawing and labeling the stages of development in the life of a familiar animal.
CC Reading Standard:
RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
CC Writing Standard:
W1.2 Write informative/explanatory text in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
)
Name:                                                                               Grade:
e-mail address:                                                                 School:                                                                              Time:                                                                                  


 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
 A caterpillar goes through many stages to become a butterfly.
) (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 
How does
 a caterpillar become a butterfly?
) 
[image: ] 
	EVIDENCE [image: ] Book: Life Cycles Butterflies 
By: Meanie Mitchell
	
PAGE

	
A butterfly starts as an egg.
	
6

	
The egg hatches.  Now it is a caterpillar.
	
7-8

	
The caterpillar grows bigger and bigger.  One day it makes a chrysalis.
	
10-11

	
Inside the chrysalis the butterfly changes into a caterpillar.
	
12

	
The butterfly comes out of the chrysalis and dries its wings.
	
13-14




Plans to Gather and Record Evidence

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   other:______________
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  




 (
FOCUSING QUESTION:
 
How does a caterpillar become a butterfly?
)

	EVIDENCE [image: ]Monarch Butterfly
                                                                       By: Gail Gibbons
	
PAGE

	
The monarch butterfly presses a tiny egg on to a milkweed leaf
	2(before Title)

	
After a few days the egg hatches, the caterpillar, also called a larva crawls out.
	
7

	
The caterpillar eats and grows molting its old skin
	
8

	
The caterpillar eats and grows for about two weeks.
	
9

	
The caterpillar attaches itself to the step and drops down head first.  The skin falls off and new form appears called a chrysalis or pupa.
	
10-11

	
Inside the chrysalis, a butterfly starts to grow for two weeks. At the end of two weeks, the chrysalis is transparent.
	12-13

	The chrysalis splits open and a butterfly comes out.  

	
14


 (
FOCUS STATEMENT:
 A
 monarch
 caterpillar goes through many stages to become a butterfly.
)[image: ]



Plans to Gather and Record Evidence
Circle all that apply.

1. Evidence will be recorded by
full group     small group     individual student
2. Evidence will be recorded on
chart     graphic organizer    whiteboard     sorting mats   other:______________
3. Evidence will be recorded in
words/phrases   pictures   drawings   objects   photos   audio file   video file  
other:______________________________________
 (
Oral Processing
) [image: ]

Understanding of evidence will be built through... (describe briefly)

Discussion: Students will discuss the life cycle of a butterfly during the read aloud. 
Art: Using paper mache students will create each phase of the life cycle and paint it. 
Sorting/Sequencing: Using the paper mache creations, students will sequence and label the phases correctly.
Activity: Students will glue the life cycle of the butterfly together in the correct order using words and pictures of the stages.
Other: Students will observe a caterpillar go through the life cycle in the classroom and release the Monarch butterfly into the butterfly garden.

 (
Test Drive
: Title:
 How a Caterpillar becomes a Butterfly
)[image: ] 
	A monarch caterpillar goes through many stages to become a butterfly.  First, the adult butterfly lays an egg on a milkweed leaf.  The egg hatches and a larva comes out. The larva becomes a monarch caterpillar. The caterpillar eats lots of food and grows bigger for two weeks. Then it crawls on a leaf and turns into a chrysalis. Inside the chrysalis, a butterfly is growing. The butterfly grows for two weeks and the chrysalis becomes clear. The chrysalis splits open and a butterfly comes out and dries its wings. Those are the stages a monarch caterpillar goes through to become a beautiful butterfly.




Notes/Observations
	Anticipated student need
	Instructional support

	
Vocabulary
Pre-Teach/Re-Teach

	Students and teachers will make a visual vocabulary chart to help with the difficult vocab.

	Remembering stages of the caterpillar to butterfly


	Public Notes will be made as well as drawing a picture of each stage in science journal for help later on.

	
Hand Paragraph


	Lesson on the structure of a hand paragraph and see a model paragraph.

	
Introduction/conclusion

	Generate a list together as class of possible introductions and conclusions (no more than 3)

	
Sentence structure-basic sentences
	Review lesson on basic sentence structure for students.

	Sentence structure with elaboration
	Lesson on using the word “because”
 what elaborate means and how to elaborate.








Observations on Text Complexity: Where will students need support?
 (
-Complex due to the depth of the material.
-how does a caterpillar change into a butterfly?
“The caterpillar has turned into a butterfly.  This is called metamorphosis.”
“A  new, strange form appears! It is called the chrysalis or pupa.  The chrysalis is like a blanket that is wrapped around the body growing inside.”
) (
Meaning
) (
Sentence structure varies from page to page and book to book.  In Gail Gibbons book, sentences are much longer and more complex versus Life Cycles book where sentences shorter but still complex.
) (
Structure of Text:
Butterfly lays egg
Egg hatches into caterpillar and grows
caterpillar turns into chrysalis
What is happening in chrysalis
Chrysalis opens and butterfly emerges
Butterfly drying process
) (
-Non Fiction Text, about a real life process
) (
-Sentence structure is complex with vocabulary.  The sentences go in order in the process of caterpillar to butterfly.
-“It breaks out of 
it’s
 old skin, showing a new skin underneath.  This is called molting.”
) (
Vocab
:
hatches
chrysalis
larva
molting
molts
attaches
pupa
abdomen
metamorphosis
transparent
) (
Language
) (
Structure
) (
Knowledge
)[image: ] (
-know that a butterfly is an insect and that there are many types of butterflies
-knowledge of caterpillars
-knowledge that some animals change into another animal.
-Have students seen a butterfly?
-
)
image4.jpeg
QR4

AT, LAY \

A




image5.jpeg




image6.emf
 

 


image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




